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IntroducƟon 
Thank you for your interest in the development plan for Renfrewshire. 

The development plan sets out policy and strategy for the use of land and buildings, seƫng out how places will change into the future, including where 
development should and should not happen. The planning system in Scotland is ‘plan-led’, and the development plan is the document the Council uses to 
make decisions on planning applicaƟons and is intended to provide certainty to communiƟes and the development industry about where different types of 
development will be acceptable. 

This development plan scheme sets out informaƟon on current development plan coverage in Renfrewshire, and on the process and Ɵmetable for preparing 
a new local development plan (LDP3) for Renfrewshire, including how we will include communiƟes and organisaƟons in the preparaƟon of the plan. 

Current development plan in Renfrewshire 
The development plan for Renfrewshire consists of: 

The Fourth NaƟonal Planning Framework (NPF4) – prepared by the Scoƫsh Government and adopted on 13 February 2023, NPF4 is the naƟonal spaƟal 
strategy for Scotland. It sets out spaƟal principles, regional prioriƟes, naƟonal developments and naƟonal planning policies. For more informaƟon, please visit 
hƩps://www.gov.scot/publicaƟons/naƟonal-planning-framework-4/.  

Renfrewshire Local Development Plan (LDP2) – prepared by Renfrewshire Council and adopted on 15 December 2021, LDP2 sets out the spaƟal strategy for 
Renfrewshire, idenƟfying areas for development, improvement and protecƟon. LDP2 is complemented by New Development Supplementary Guidance (2022), 
which also forms part of the development plan. LDP2 is also supported by a Delivery Programme seƫng out how the policies and proposals of the plan will 
be delivered. For more informaƟon, and to view these documents, please visit hƩps://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/arƟcle/3070/Renfrewshire-Development-
Plan. 

Preparing the next local development plan for Renfrewshire 
The Council is preparing a new local development plan for the Renfrewshire area (LDP3). Following changes introduced by the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019, 
this plan will be prepared differently and have a different look from LDP2. The new plan will be place-based, people-centred and delivery-focused. It will be a 
visual/graphic document, prepared with the intenƟon that the spaƟal strategy is set out in a collecƟon of maps, development briefs and masterplans, instead 
of lengthy wriƩen text and policy. Local development plans are to be prepared collaboraƟvely, giving communiƟes an opportunity to help shape their local 
neighbourhoods. 
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The key stages in preparing the new plan are: 

Development plan scheme including parƟcipaƟon statement – the development plan scheme is an important communicaƟon tool for leƫng stakeholders 
know when and how they can get involved in the preparaƟon of the plan. It is updated annually. 

Evidence report – the purpose of the evidence report is to support the quality and effecƟveness of the local development plan. Its purpose is to front-load 
the collecƟon of evidence that will be used to inform the plan before the plan looks at where development should take place. It should be informed by the 
views of those who will be affected by the plan. 

Gate Check – this provides an independent assessment of the evidence report, assessing whether the planning authority has sufficient informaƟon to prepare 
its local development plan. It is carried out by a person appointed by the Scoƫsh Ministers, usually a reporter from the Directorate of Planning and 
Environmental Appeals. 

Proposed Plan – the proposed plan idenƟfies where new development should take place and where it should not, arƟculaƟng the ambiƟons and prioriƟes for 
the future development of the area. The preparaƟon of the proposed plan is to be informed by community and stakeholder engagement. The proposed plan 
is published for consultaƟon for a minimum 12-week period. The proposed plan can be modified following this period of consultaƟon. 

Delivery Programme – the delivery programme sets out how the Council proposes to implement its local development plan. A proposed delivery programme 
is published alongside the proposed local development plan. The delivery programme is to set out a list of acƟons required to deliver the polices and proposals 
of the local development plan, including an explanaƟon of how those acƟons are to be undertaken and the Ɵmescale for conclusion of each acƟon. AddiƟonally, 
it is to include informaƟon on the expected sequencing and Ɵmescales for delivery of allocated housing sites. 

ExaminaƟon – the examinaƟon is an opportunity for independent consideraƟon of any issues raised during the formal consultaƟon on the proposed plan that 
have not been resolved through modificaƟon. The Scoƫsh Ministers will appoint a person to examine the proposed plan, usually a reporter from the 
Directorate of Planning and Environmental Appeals. Once the examinaƟon is completed the appointed person will prepare a report seƫng out modificaƟons 
to be made to the plan. There are limited circumstances for when a planning authority can decline the appointed person’s recommended modificaƟons. 

AdopƟon – adopƟon occurs following the examinaƟon of the plan and the recommended modificaƟons of the examinaƟon report are received and considered. 
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Timeline for preparing the next local development plan for Renfrewshire 
The esƟmated Ɵmeline for the preparaƟon of the new local development plan and the dates for key stages are set out below (this includes reference to 
financial year quarters as required by legislaƟon). A Ɵmeline diagram is included in Appendix 1. 

Key stage Date Change since 2023 development plan scheme 
PublicaƟon of evidence report and submission for gate 
check 

May 2025 (Q1, 2025/26) The esƟmated submission of the evidence report for gate 
check has been delayed by two quarters. 

PublicaƟon of proposed plan and draŌ delivery 
programme for consultaƟon 

May 2026 (Q1, 2026/27) The esƟmated submission of the evidence report for gate 
check has been delayed by two quarters. 

Submission of proposed plan to Scoƫsh Ministers for 
examinaƟon 

January 2027 (Q4, 2027/28) The esƟmated submission of the proposed plan for 
examinaƟon has been delayed by two quarters. 

Expected adopƟon of local development plan (LDP3) December 2027 (Q3, 2027/28)  
 

The submission of the evidence report for gate check has been delayed by two quarters compared to the Ɵmetable set out in the 2023 development plan 
scheme. The evidence report is a new requirement for local development plan preparaƟon and the scale of the task and issues emerging from gate checks of 
other planning authority evidence reports, and the need to avoid the February 2025 Council meeƟng has led to a short delay in the anƟcipated submission 
for gate check. There is a knock-on effect for the submission of the proposed plan for examinaƟon, which is delayed by two quarters, but the overall Ɵmescale 
for plan adopƟon remains the same. 
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Associated assessments 
The preparaƟon of the local development plan will be informed by the following assessments. 

EqualiƟes Impact Assessment – local authoriƟes have a duty to eliminate discriminaƟon; advance equality of opportunity; and foster good relaƟons between 
people who share protected characterisƟcs and those who don’t. The equaliƟes impact assessment will help the Council to consider how people of different 
characterisƟcs are involved in the preparaƟon of the plan, and how they are affected by the proposals of the plan. 

Fairer Scotland Duty Assessment – the Fairer Scotland Duty places a legal responsibility on local authoriƟes to acƟvely consider how they can reduce 
inequaliƟes of outcome caused by socio-economic advantage when making strategic decisions. 

Strategic Environmental Assessment – this assessment aims to ensure the environment is a primary consideraƟon in the preparaƟon of the plan. It can benefit 
the preparaƟon of the plan by supporƟng beƩer understanding of its environmental context and seƫng out steps to avoid, miƟgate or reduce adverse effects, 
and enhance posiƟve ones. 

Habitat RegulaƟons Appraisal – this assessment is required if the plan is capable of having an adverse effect on a Special ProtecƟon Area or Special Area of 
ConservaƟon. These are referred to collecƟvely as ‘European Sites’ and protect species and habitats. The assessment considers the implicaƟons of the plan 
for such designated sites in order to avoid adverse impacts. 

Local place plans 
Local place plans offer communiƟes an addiƟonal chance to shape their local area. They provide an opportunity for local communiƟes to set prioriƟes for their 
area and influence planning decisions. 

In preparing the next local development plan, the Council will take into account any registered Local Place Plans. 

An invitaƟon to prepare local place plans was sent to local communiƟes across Renfrewshire in May 2023. CommuniƟes have been asked to express an interest 
in preparing a local place plan and idenƟfy any support that may be needed from the Council and other stakeholders. 

Although they can be prepared at any Ɵme, local place plans should be completed and submiƩed to the Council by September 2025 so they can be taken 
into account when preparing the next Local Development Plan. For more informaƟon on local place plans, please visit 
hƩps://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/arƟcle/8667/Local-Place-Plans.  
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ParƟcipaƟon Statement 
Everyone will have an opportunity to get involved in the preparaƟon of the next Renfrewshire Local Development Plan. 

EffecƟve consultaƟon and engagement are vital, as the Local Development Plan can affect where people live, work, visit, shop, play and travel in Renfrewshire. 
Your involvement and feedback can help us understand prioriƟes for Renfrewshire and deliver a spaƟal strategy that addresses the issues important to 
communiƟes. 

We want to make it as easy as possible for everyone who has an interest to engage in the process. 

The following pages set out how we intend to manage, facilitate and encourage engagement in the local development plan process. 

OpportuniƟes to become involved in the preparaƟon of LDP3 will be adverƟsed through social media, updates on the Councils website, emails/leƩers to 
everyone who has registered interest in the local development plan process, and noƟces in the local newspaper (when required). 

Those with protected characterisƟcs under the Equality Act 2010, including disability, race, age, gender, sex and sexual orientaƟon, religion and people from 
a range of socio-economic backgrounds and their representaƟves will be supported where required to get involved in the preparaƟon of the new plan. 

There are a number of key stages to get involved in the plan preparaƟon. The table below sets out the engagement acƟviƟes that will be undertaken at each 
stage, the purpose of it, progress at October 2024, and future acƟvity. 

Managing engagement 
Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
ParƟcipaƟon statement Updated annually To inform stakeholders 

about the local 
development plan process 
and provide an 
opportunity for 
stakeholders to shape the 
engagement process 

A consultaƟon was undertaken 
in August 2023 to inform the 
2023 development plan scheme 
and parƟcipaƟon statement, and 
in August/September 2024 to 
inform the 2024 parƟcipaƟon 
statement update.  

A consultaƟon will be held 
on significant changes in 
future annual updates of 
the parƟcipaƟon 
statement. 

ParƟcipaƟon database and 
diary 

Ongoing Maintain a record of 
parƟcipants who have 
registered interest in the 
local development plan 
process. 

ParƟcipaƟon registraƟon form 
created. 
As of October 2024, there were 
1126 parƟcipants registered in 
the parƟcipant database. 

RegistraƟon form remains 
open, and all engagement 
acƟvity will be recorded. 



8 
 

Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
Maintain a record of 
engagement events 

The parƟcipaƟon diary had 
recorded 38 engagement 
acƟviƟes since February 2024, 
being a mix of meeƟngs/events 
and survey launches/ 
noƟficaƟons. 

Local development plan 
webpages 

Ongoing Promote engagement in 
local development plan 
and make consultaƟon 
informaƟon available 

Webpage created. Keep webpage updated 
and develop LDP3 hub 
pages 

Combined equaliƟes 
assessment 

Ongoing To ensure compliance with 
the Equality Act 2010 and 
the United NaƟons 
ConvenƟon of the Rights 
of the Child. 

An iniƟal equaliƟes assessment 
focused on 
consultaƟon/engagement was 
prepared in October 2024. 

An equaliƟes assessment 
focused on the content of 
the proposed plan will be 
prepared in conjuncƟon 
with, and published 
alongside, the proposed 
plan, which is scheduled 
for April 2026. 

 

Early engagement and evidence report preparaƟon 
Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
‘Have your say on 
Renfrewshire’s places’ survey 
(based on the Place 
Standard) 

March>December 2024 To enable communiƟes to 
offer comment on what is 
good and what can be 
improved in their local 
area. 

The survey was launched on 28 
March 2024 and was made 
available online and in libraries 
through Renfrewshire. 253 
responses had been received by 
end of September 2024. 

The survey remains open 
and further engagement 
and promoƟon work will be 
undertaken to increase the 
number of responses. 
Other survey opportuniƟes 
and results will be used to 
inform the local 
development plan. 
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Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
‘Call for ideas’ survey March > May 2024 To enable developers, 

landowners and 
communiƟes to submit 
ideas and proposals for 
specific sites in 
Renfrewshire 

The survey was launched online 
on 28 March 2024, and acƟvely 
promoted unƟl 31 May 2024. 92 
responses had been received by 
end of September 2024.  

The iniƟal survey remains 
open and a second stage 
‘Call for ideas’ survey will 
be held during the 
proposed plan preparaƟon 
period. 

Children and young people 
engagement 

May > December 2024 To enable children and 
young people to inform 
the preparaƟon of the 
evidence report 

Working with Youth Services, 8 
of Renfrewshire’s secondary 
schools have been visited to 
gather views from pupils on 
what they like and do not like 
about their communiƟes. Over 
100 pupils have aƩended the 
workshops. 
Workshops were held with 
children at the Council’s summer 
holiday camps. These focused 
on play opportuniƟes. 

Visits have been offered to 
the remaining secondary 
schools and will be offered 
to primary schools to 
engage with younger 
children. 
Engagement with MSYP 
and Youth Councils will be 
undertaken.  

Local place plans May 2023 > September 
2025 

Promote local place plans 
as an opportunity for 
communiƟes to engage in 
local development plan 
process 

InvitaƟon to prepare local place 
plans was issued to community 
councils and development trusts 
in May 2023 and placed on 
webpage. 
InformaƟon sessions were held 
in March 2024, and online drop-
in sessions were held in August 
and September 2024. 

CommuniƟes will be 
reminded of opportunity to 
prepare local place plans 
and start-up meeƟngs and 
other support will be 
offered to interested 
community groups. Online 
drop-in sessions will 
conƟnue to be offered 
while there is interest. 
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Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
Engagement with gypsy/ 
traveller and travelling 
showpeople communiƟes 

October 2024 > February 
2025 

To idenƟfy 
accommodaƟon needs 
within Renfrewshire 

 Direct engagement with 
gypsy/traveller and 
travelling show people 
communiƟes and/or their 
representaƟves. 

Engagement with disabled 
people 

October 2024 > February 
2025 

To idenƟfy housing needs 
for disabled people within 
Renfrewshire 

 Direct engagement with 
disabled people 
communiƟes and/or their 
representaƟves. 

Engagement with community 
councils and development 
trusts 

March 2024 > February 
2025 

To idenƟfy the 
expectaƟons of 
communiƟes for the new 
local development plan 
and to promote the 
preparaƟon of local place 
plans 

All community councils and 
development trusts were invited 
to the March 2024 informaƟon 
sessions on local place plans, 8 
aƩended. PresentaƟons have 
been given to four community 
councils/development trusts 
since February 2024. 

Community councils and 
development trusts will be 
offered meeƟngs regarding 
the evidence report 
consultaƟon. 

Engagement with key 
agencies and government 
agencies 

April 2024 > February 
2025 

To idenƟfy evidence that 
key agencies will be able 
to submit to inform 
evidence report 

MeeƟngs held with Transport 
Scotland, Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport, 
Scoƫsh Water and NHSGGC. 

Meet with key agencies as 
required and share 
relevant evidence in 
advance of submission of 
evidence report. 

Engagement with 
development industry, 
businesses and landowners 

February 2024 > February 
2025 

To idenƟfy the general and 
site specific ambiƟons of 
the development industry 
and landowners 

IniƟal ‘call for ideas’ survey 
produced 92 responses (not all 
from development industry). 
Several one-to-one meeƟngs 
held with developers and 
landowners. 

ConƟnue to meet with 
developers/ businesses/ 
landowners on request. 
Seek meeƟngs with 
representaƟve groups e.g. 
Homes for Scotland, 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
Consult on draŌ evidence 
report templates 

November 2024 > 
February 2025 

To test sufficiency of 
evidence, and idenƟfy 
disputes and gaps 

 DraŌ evidence report 
templates will be published 
and views sought on 
content. 
Registered parƟcipants will 
be noƟfied of publicaƟon. 

Publish evidence report on 
council website 

May 2025 To make evidence report 
available to stakeholders 

 Inform stakeholders of 
publicaƟon of evidence 
report 

 
PreparaƟon of proposed local development plan 

Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
Support communiƟes with 
finalisaƟon of local place 
plans 

May 2025 > September 
2025 

To ensure as many local 
place plans as possible are 
finalised in Ɵme to inform 
the proposed local 
development plan 

InformaƟon sessions were held 
in March 2023, and online drop-
in sessions were held in August 
and September 2024. 

Engage with those 
communiƟes preparing 
local place plans to 
encourage and facilitate 
validaƟon and registraƟon 
of local place plans, and 
discuss how local place 
plan proposals can be 
included in local 
development plan. 
Where appropriate, use 
mediaƟon to address 
conflicts between local 
place plans and alternaƟve 
proposals. 
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Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
‘Call for ideas’ survey May 2025 > June 2025 To enable developers, 

landowners and 
communiƟes to submit/ 
update ideas and 
proposals for specific sites 
in Renfrewshire. 

 Publicise ‘Call for ideas’ 
survey to all registered 
parƟcipants, and more 
widely. Make submission 
form available online. 

ConsultaƟon on suggested 
development sites 

August > October 2025 To allow stakeholders to 
comment on the Council’s 
iniƟal assessment of sites 
that have been suggested 
for development sites 

 Publish iniƟal/draŌ 
assessments of proposed 
development sites online 
and invite stakeholder 
comments. 
Where appropriate, use 
mediaƟon to resolve 
different views. 

PreparaƟon of masterplans 
and site briefs in 
collaboraƟon with 
stakeholders 

May 2025- > March 2026 To provide an opportunity 
for stakeholders to inform 
the content of the 
proposed local 
development plan 

 Work with communiƟes 
and developers to inform 
and develop area 
masterplans and 
development briefs for 
sites for inclusion in 
proposed local 
development plan. 

Ongoing engagement with 
statutory stakeholders, 
community councils, children 
and young people, older 
people and gypsy/travellers 
and travelling showpeople. 
 
 
 

May 2025 > March 2026 To ensure statutory 
engagement requirements 
are met and that the 
proposed plan is informed 
by engagement with these 
groups. 

 ConƟnue to engage with all 
stakeholders through 
meeƟngs and events. 
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Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
Liaise with organisaƟons who 
will be responsible for acƟons 
included in the DraŌ Delivery 
Programme 

May 2025 > March 2026 To ensure that 
organisaƟons are aware 
and supporƟve of their 
role in delivering the local 
development plan. 

 MeeƟngs with relevant 
organisaƟons. 

 

PublicaƟon and consultaƟon on proposed local development plan 
Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
Publish proposed local 
development plan for 
consultaƟon, draŌ strategic 
environmental assessment 
environmental report and 
draŌ habitat regulaƟons 
appraisal 

May 2026 > August 2026 To provide an opportunity 
for communiƟes and 
stakeholders to comment 
on the proposed local 
development plan. 

 Publish proposed local 
development plan and 
assessment/appraisal 
documents for minimum 
12-week consultaƟon 
period. 
 
Make copy of proposed 
plan available online, in 
Council offices and 
libraries. 
 
Publicise publicaƟon of 
plan through social media, 
press and posters and carry 
out statutory noƟficaƟons. 
 
NoƟfy neighbours of sites 
proposed for development 
in the proposed plan. 
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Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
AƩend meeƟng and events 
to publicise publicaƟon of 
proposed plan 

Liaise with stakeholders who 
are seeking modificaƟons to 
the proposed local 
development plan 

August > November 2026 To try and resolve 
representaƟons/objecƟons 
that are seeking changes 
to the proposed plan 

 MeeƟngs with 
individuals/organisaƟons 
that have submiƩed 
representaƟons/objecƟons. 
Where appropriate use 
mediaƟon to resolve 
different views. 

 

ExaminaƟon and adopƟon 
Engagement AcƟvity Timescale Purpose Progress at October 2024 Future acƟvity 
ExaminaƟon further 
informaƟon requests 

January > September 2027 The Reporter undertaking 
the examinaƟon may seek 
further informaƟon to fully 
understand 
representaƟons. 

 Where required, facilitate 
responses to further 
informaƟon requests. 

Publish modificaƟon report October > December 2027 To inform parƟcipants of 
recommended changes to 
the proposed plan. 

 Publish modificaƟon report 
and inform parƟcipants. 

Publish adopted local 
development plan 

December 2027 To inform parƟcipants of 
the adopƟon of the local 
development plan. 

 Publish the plan and make 
available in Council offices 
and libraries. 
NoƟfy parƟcipants and 
place a press advert. 
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Engagement with children and young people – acƟvity up to October 2024. 
The Place Strategy team is working closely with Youth Services colleagues within the Council to facilitate parƟcipaƟon by children and young people in the 
preparaƟon of the local development plan (LDP3). This has involved several meeƟngs with colleagues from each service, iniƟally to explain the requirement 
and benefit for children and young people involvement in the process, then to discuss the pracƟcaliƟes of this. 

The iniƟal engagement event was with Renfrewshire Youth Voice (hƩps://www.ryv.org.uk/about-us/), which includes members of the Scoƫsh Youth 
Parliament. This discussion focused on how parƟcipaƟon with children and young people should be undertaken, and provided advice such that the place 
standard tool for children and young people would be a good way to engage, but that online surveys would not be likely to generate many responses. 

Based on this informaƟon, contact with local secondary schools was made and engagement sessions arranged. A session plan based around the young person’s 
version of the place standard tool was designed in collaboraƟon with Youth Services colleagues, and delivered jointly to eight secondary schools (Renfrew HS, 
Johnstone HS, Gryffe HS, St Benedict’s HS, Gleniffer HS, St Andrew’s HS, Linwood HS & Park Mains HS) over this period. Sessions were aƩended by over 100 
secondary school pupils. InformaƟon was collected via maps, where parƟcipants highlighted places they liked and disliked, via flipchart where place standard 
quesƟons were answered, and via the place standard wheel. Work is ongoing to digiƟse the informaƟon collected so that it can be beƩer recorded and more 
fully analysed. 

Engagement has also taken place at the Council ‘Summer of Fun’ camps. This focused on play with quesƟons around closest and favourite play parks, and 
where else children like to play. Children were engaged with at these sessions which were held in 6 locaƟons in Paisley, Linwood and Johnstone. 

MediaƟon 
The Council will work with all stakeholders to discuss any issues which could lead to potenƟal challenges/concerns throughout the plan preparaƟon process. 
One method that can be used to support this is mediaƟon, which can help aid discussions. 

The preparaƟon of the Evidence Report will provide the opportunity for any concerns/disputes in the evidence base to be discussed and negoƟated. MediaƟon 
may also be used in the laƩer stages of the plan preparaƟon when the proposed plan is published and subject to further representaƟons. 

The Council will be open to considering any requests from stakeholders to use mediaƟon, taking into account the potenƟal benefits in terms of saving Ɵme 
and cost, and fostering beƩer relaƟonships going forward. This could be on an informal basis or through an independent third party. 
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Contact us and follow us 
Mailing list – to be added to the local development plan mailing list, email us at localplanconsultaƟon@renfrewshire.gov.uk, call us on 0300 300 0144, or write 
to us at Place Strategy, Renfrewshire Council, 4th Floor, Renfrewshire House, Paisley, PA1 1BR 

Social media – we will share updates on the Council’s X and Facebook pages 

Website – latest updates and documents will be published on the LDP3 webpage 

MeeƟngs – if you would like a presentaƟon or meeƟng on the local development plan, please get in touch via localplanconsultaƟon@renfrewshire.gov.uk or 
0300 300 0144. 


