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Getting in touch

What is Child Benefit?

Child Benefit is a benefit that is paid to you if you are 
responsible for a child, children or young person. 

The amount of Child Benefit you receive will depend 
on the number of children you are responsible for.

You are usually classed as being responsible for a 
child if that child lives with you, even if you are not 
their parent. 

If the child does not live with you may still qualify for 
child benefit if you contribute to the cost of providing 
for the child – as long as the amount you pay is the 
same or more than the amount of child benefit you 
get for them. The person who your child lives with 
must not be claiming child benefit for you to qualify. 

How much is Child Benefit?

£20.70 per week for your oldest child
£13.70 per week for each of your other children

Please check online as this amount may change from 
time to time.

The Child Benefit residence test

You must also pass the residence test in order to 
qualify for Child Benefit. This means that you and 
the child must both physically live and have the right 
to reside in the Great Britain.

How often will I receive Child 
Benefit?

Child Benefit is usually paid every 4 weeks however 
you may be able to receive your Child Benefit on a 
weekly basis if you are a single parent or you are in 
receipt of any the following benefits; Income-related 
Employment Support Allowance, Income-based 
Jobseekers Allowance, Income Support or Pension 
Credit.

Please note: From April 2013 if one person in 
household earns over £44,000, child benefit will not 
be paid. Families who already receive child benefit 
will also lose it of one person in the household earns 
over £44,000.
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