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Introduction  

This is the second State of the Environment (SoE) Report for Renfrewshire that updates the facts and figures of the first SoE that 

was published in 2011.  The SoE provides a snapshot of the current state of the environment in Renfrewshire.  Data has been 

gathered from an extensive range of both internal and external sources and as this is the second SoE a comparison has been 

made between the 2011 and the 2013 data. This is an important step in the monitoring process as trends can be identified and the 

indicators show if the status is improving, deteriorating or if there is no change.  

The Report is structured around 11 environmental topics that support the monitoring and environmental appraisal of Renfrewshire’s 

environmental issues: 

 

 Biodiversity; 

 Historical and Cultural Environment; 

 Material Assets; 

 Waste; 

 Air; 

 Water; 

 Climate Change; 

 Geology and Landscape; 

 Population and Human Health; 

 Noise and Light; and 

 Transport. 

 

These environmental topics are also the environmental issues that have to be considered through the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment process. The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires all plans, programmes and strategies prepared 

by Councils and other public bodies to be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  The purpose of a SEA is to 

assess how the plan, programme or strategy might affect the environment and to consider how environmental impacts can be 
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avoided, reduced, mitigated or enhanced. The SEA is an important process which places environmental considerations at the 

centre of decision-making process. To help enable consistent SEAs to be undertaken by Renfrewshire Council on its plans, 

programmes and strategies each environmental topic commences with the identification of the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Objectives that relate to that topic.  This document plays a key role in the monitoring process as each responsible 

authority is required to monitor significant environmental effects of implementing the plan once it has been adopted.  This is to 

ensure that any unforeseen adverse effects are identified at an early stage to enable appropriate remedial action and this document 

and future versions will help enable the identification of any issues at an early stage. 

 

Renfrewshire Council Area 

 

The Renfrewshire Council area is shown in figure 1.1. It is situated to the west of Glasgow on the south bank of the River Clyde and 

covers nearly 270 square kilometres (103 square miles). To the west lies Inverclyde Council, to the south is North Ayrshire Council 

and East Renfrewshire is located to the south east. Renfrewshire is the ninth largest Council area in Scotland and has a population 

of approximately 170,000, which is 3% of the total Scottish population. Only 4% of the Renfrewshire population lives in its rural area 

and the area is relatively densely populated compared to the Scottish average (650 people per km in Renfrewshire, 65 people per 

km in Scotland). Renfrewshire has a very attractive and varied rural and urban environment. About 20% of the area of Renfrewshire 

is urbanised with the remainder rural countryside. The land in the east and north of Renfrewshire, adjacent to the main towns, is 

relatively flat and much of it is given over to agricultural uses. The River Clyde provides the northern boundary for Renfrewshire and 

the river valleys of the White and Black Cart provide important corridors. The land rises to the Gleniffer Braes in the south and the 

Renfrewshire Hills in the west. The rural area provides a rich diversity of landscapes and wildlife habitats, which is one of the 

defining characteristics of the area.  
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Figure 1.1 Renfrewshire Key Characteristics  
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2.  Biodiversity 

 

 

 
 
 
Biodiversity is a term that describes the variety of life on our planet, and includes: every variety and species of animal, plant and 

microbe, the habitat in which they live (air, land and water), and the interactions between species and habitats 

Biodiversity encompasses all living things and the habitats in which they live and is influenced by the geography, geology, 

topography and climate of an area. It can be used to measure the health of an ecosystem. Renfrewshire Council is extremely 

fortunate in the range of species and habitats it has within its boundary. Together these contribute to creating a good quality 

environment and an enviable biodiversity. Under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, the Council has a duty to to further 

the conservation of biodiversity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEA objectives that relate to Biodiversity: 
 
To protect and enhance designated and locally important sites 
To enhance the biodiversity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the 

current status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following 

arrows: 

↑ - Improving   ↓ - Deteriorating    

↔ - No Change 

  

 

 

 

The trend direction is shown with the following colours: 

Good              Fair     

                

Poor              Limited Data  
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Biodiversity 

The new 2020 Challenge for Scotland's Biodiversity was published in June 2013 after a wide public consultation. It is a supplement 

to the Scottish Government’s original Scottish Biodiversity Strategy (2004), "Scotland's Biodiversity: It's in Your Hands". The new 

Challenge, together with the original 2004 Strategy together comprise the current Scottish Biodiversity Strategy. The 2020 

Challenge provides greater detail in some areas, responds to new international targets, and updates some elements of the 2004 

document. Rather than specific actions, policies and strategies the 2020 Challenge sets out the principles and approaches adopted 

by the Scottish Government with its partners to meet. It proposes the protection of eco-systems to secure multiple benefits from the 

sustainable management of land and sea. Other areas considered include the expansion of Scotland’s natural capital, with a 

particular emphasis on peatlands and the role that biodiversity has in improving health, wellbeing and education. The protection of 

INDICATOR STATUS 

2011 

STATUS 

2013 

TREND 

DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

Status of Designations   ↔ 
Many of Renfrewshire’s designated sites have a favourable 

status, however, there are some that are declining. The 

Renfrewshire LDP sets out a policy framework to conserve 

and enhance the nature conservation status of all sites.   

Area of ancient and 

semi natural woodland 

  ↔ 
The Council seeks to protect and enhance the existing 

resource and prevent development that has a negative 

impact.   

Woodland network   ↑ 
Habitat networks and corridors perform an important 

function in their own right and as valuable connections 

between designated sites, allowing the movement of 

species. The Council aims to create greater connectivity 

between designated areas to enhance overall biodiversity.  

G G 

G G 

G G 

http://scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2004/05/19366/37239
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habitats and wildlife from threats such as Invasive Non-Native Species is highlighted as a focus for action. The benefits to 

biodiversity of integrating land and freshwater management though whole catchment planning and marine and coastal planning are 

also recognised.  

The Strategy was revised in light of international agreements signed in Nagoya, Japan in 2010 and the publication of the European 
Union's Biodiversity Strategy  in May 2011.The three-year reporting cycles for the strategy will ensure that progress is recorded and 
necessary action taken. The 2020 Challenge highlights the need to protect biodiversity for both its own sake but also because of 
the benefits the environment gives us such as:  

 Contributing over £21.5 billion to the Scottish economy.  

 Insect pollination services in Scotland valued at £43m per year.  

The Strategy recognises the value of the ‘Ecosystems Approach’, which requires; 

'........ the integrated management of land, water and living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an 
equitable way, and recognises that people, with their cultural and varied social needs, are an integral part of ecosystems.' 

The aims of the Strategy are to: 

 Protect and restore biodiversity on land and in our seas, and to support healthier ecosystems. 

 Connect people with the natural world, for their health and wellbeing and to involve them more in decisions about their 
environment. 

 Maximise the benefits for Scotland of a diverse natural environment and the services it provides, contributing a sustainable 
economic growth. 

Through our many plans, policies and strategies, Renfrewshire Council will help to deliver these aims. 

Designated Sites 

There are a number of sites within Renfrewshire which are designated to afford a degree of protection for the nature conservation 

or geological interest found at that location. The level of protection depends on the type of designation that has been given to the 

site. In Renfrewshire there are three sites which are of International importance: 

http://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
http://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
http://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
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 the Black Cart, 

 the Inner Clyde and, 

 the Renfrewshire Heights Special Protection Areas (SPAs). 

 

The status of these sites has remained ‘favourable’, except for the Black Cart where the status has deteriorated from ‘favourable, 

maintained to favourable, declining’.  

There are now eleven sites designated for their national importance with a new Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) designated 

at Whinnerston near Bridge of Weir. The status of the other ten sites has remained static from 2011. In order to secure a 

sustainable management regime for this grassland SSSI, Highland cattle graze the site for part of the year.  

Name of SSSI Nature Conservation Interest Site Condition   Other 

Designation 

Area of 

Site 

(Ha) 

Whinnerston Whinnerston Site of Special Scientific Interest, located approximately 

500m south of the village of Bridge of Weir, comprises two areas of 

grassland which supports one of the largest and best examples of 

unimproved neutral grassland within West Central Scotland. The 

grassland community throughout the site is black knapweed 

Centaurea nigra - crested dog’s tail Cynosurus cristatus neutral 

grassland. Other species of note found within the sward include the 

threatened greater butterfly orchid Platanthera chlorantha and the 

Nationally Scarce spignel Meum athamanticum 

Favourable N/A 5.16 
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Figure 2.1: Greater butterfly orchid Platanthera chlorantha colony      Figure 2.2: Highland Calf 

         

Source: Renfrewshire Council (2014)          Source: Renfrewshire Council 

Whinnerston is a wildflower meadow of significant importance as the grassland habitat it supports has not been the subject of 

significant agricultural improvement or intensification that has been so common elsewhere. Since the 1980’s it is estimated that two 

thirds of this habitat type has been lost and Whinnerston now represents one of the largest, best remaining examples nationally. 

The owner of the site has continued to manage the area for its biodiversity. As part of this sustainable management, a small herd of 

Highland cattle now graze the site for most of the year, except the summer months when the wild flowers are allowed to set seed. 

The introduction of the cattle and no use of artificial fertilisers or herbicides on site will hopefully secure the future of the grassland 

for many more years to come. 
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Woodland 

There have been a number of outbreaks of diseases that pose a significant threat to the woodland cover Renfrewshire in the last 2 

years. There have been suggestions made that climate change may be responsible in part for the increase in the instance of some 

of the recent outbreaks and that there is every likelihood that this trend will continue as our climate becomes warmer and wetter. 

Phytophthora ramorum was first detected in Britain in 2002. It affects mainly Larch trees and rhododendrons, however, it can also 

affect other species important for biodiversity such as blaeberry. Currently, no sites have been affected in Renfrewshire. With the 

number of sites affected throughout Scotland and the increasing threat posed by the disease, additional government funding has 

been made available and a national action plan developed to prevent its spread. Ash Dieback or Chalara fraxinea is another fungus 

based pathogen that has already affected a high proportion of the ash trees on mainland Europe e.g. 60 – 90% of trees in parts of 

Denmark. It was first recorded in Britain 2012 and later that year evidence of this disease was found at Knockmountain in 

Renfrewshire. The site is operated by Forest Enterprise Scotland and recently benefited from an extensive planting scheme. 58,000 

young ash trees have since had to be removed and destroyed. 

Good News 

Windows on Wildlife 

The Windows on Wildlife (WoW) Project is a joint Leader and Heritage Lottery Funded project based at Castle Semple Visitor 

Centre which has been running since 2012. With the help of permanent hidden trail cameras and digital microscopes, the public 

now have the chance to observe the wildlife that inhabits the loch and surrounding area. Highlights of this project will include the 

viewing of otters and badgers, as well as many of the other animals and birds found in the area.  
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Clyde Muirshiel Woodland Management 

Figure 2.3: Last rhododendron removed from Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park 

 Source: Renfrewshire Council (2013) 

 

Significant progress has been made with positive management of woodland within Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park (CMRP). The last 

rhododendron now has been removed from the park which has been plagued by the non-native alien species, which grows quickly 

and out-competes indigenous plants. Native trees will be able to re-colonise the area, providing food and new habitats for wildlife. 

Parkhill wood has also benefited from the implementation of a management plan where habitats have been targeted. Non-native 

invasive species will be controlled and more scrub woodland has been created for badgers and bird species along with a larger 

wetland area for the benefit of Water Voles, amphibians and insects.  
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Green Network Project 

Erskine 
 
The Erskine Green Network Project has recently been completed. In addition to improvements being made to public access by the 

creation of new paths through previously inaccessible woodland and over the rough terrain of Craigends Hill improvements have 

also been made to biodiversity through the provision of 40 bird and bat boxes. 

Figure 2.4: Path Improvements in Erskine 

 Source: Renfrewshire Council  

 Linwood Community Woodland 

Renfrewshire Council is working in partnership with Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) to improve Linwood Community 

Woodland as a destination that has high biodiversity, easy to get around and has improved opportunities for recreation.  A large 

pond in the north eastern part of the woodland is to be cleared of overcrowding plants and a new timber platform is to be created 
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over the pond so that visitors can get a closer view of the creatures and plants that thrive there. Wetland scrapes will be excavated 

to improve the habitat for amphibians, existing features such as exposed tree roots will be turned into distinctive features and 

selective tree felling will take place to open up attractive views from within the woodland to the wider countryside.  Existing paths 

throughout the woodland will be improved to make access easier for users.  These physical works within the woodland are being 

led by FCS in association with Renfrewshire Council. Improvements to the existing path network that links the sports centre 

grounds with the woodland will be led by the Council and will complement those works within the woodland itself. 

Promoting Highland Cattle on Gleniffer Braes 

Grazing Highland Cattle in the Gleniffer Braes has resulted in an improvement in the biodiversity of the area. The project has 

successfully raised awareness of the benefits associated with the Highland Cattle grazing in the Country Park. A combination of the 

cows trampling the ground and their unique grazing patterns promotes a particular type of grass sward which is better for 

biodiversity.  

Figure 2.5: Highland Cattle Grazing on the Gleniffer Braes 

 Source: Renfrewshire Council 
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Johnstone South West ‘Wet Woodlands’  

Figure 2.6: Investigative Groundworks for ‘Wet Woodlands’ Project 

  

Source: Renfrewshire Council 

Johnstone South West is identified in the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure Plan 2006 as a Community Growth Area which could 

accommodate up to 500 new homes.  Lying to the south western edge of Johnstone the area extends to 290 hectares. The 

neighbourhood has considerable potential for regeneration and future development, however, it parts of it are particularly prone to 

flooding and have poor surface water management that present a key challenge to future development.  The area is categorised as 

being at very high surface water flood risk by SEPA and the Council recognises that in order to secure sustainable development 

within the area action is required to address the potential Flood Risk. 
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In order to address this problem, Renfrewshire Council are developing proposals for a ‘wet woodland’ as part of innovative flood 

attenuation and landscape improvements within Johnstone South West. The wet woodland is to be located within amenity space 

held within Council ownership.  The project is part of a long term surface water management strategy which will involve restoration 

of watercourses together with the creation of flood attenuation and storage features. In addition to addressing flooding and surface 

water management issues, the project design seeks to integrate key landscape features, further develop access networks and 

enhance biodiversity.   

 

Current proposals involve altering the path of an existing watercourse, Floors Burn, by introducing landscaped curves and 

reconnecting the flood plain to improve storage.  The project will involve the excavation of the new channel and associated banks, 

with removal of a section of culvert.  The area will then be extensively landscaped with the new channel flowing into an area of 

woodland including storage ponds.  
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3. Historical and Cultural Heritage  

 

 

 

 

Renfrewshire Council has a significant number and range of historic buildings in a variety of rich and diverse settings. These reflect 

the area’s varied landscape setting. The upland area shows evidence of very early settlement, including Roman and Iron Age 

settlement or forts; and earlier Neolithic activity is also evident in some lowland settings. Various land uses throughout the ages, 

both industrial and agricultural, have left their mark on the landscape that we are familiar with today. The legacy of this activity can 

still be seen in the landscape it created and this provides the context for Renfrewshire’s settlements today. The individuality and 

identity of the towns and villages has been created by the unique resource the built heritage provides. It creates an important sense 

of place for its residents and provides an important visitor resource which contributes to the economy of Renfrewshire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEA objectives that relate to Historic and Cultural Heritage: 

Protect, maintain and enhance the built and historic environment and promote good quality place making.  

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the 

current status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following 

arrows: 

↑ - Improving   ↓ - Deteriorating    

↔ - No Change 

  

 

 

 

The trend direction is shown with the following colours: 

Good              Fair     

                

Poor              Limited Data  
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INDICATOR STATUS 

2011 

STATUS 

2013 

TREND 

DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

Conservation and 

Listed Buildings 

& Townscape 

Heritage 

  

↔ 
Listed Building numbers have decreased from 567 to 563. Buildings at Risk 

numbers have increased from 33 to 41. Townscape Heritage Initiative and 

Conservation Area Regeneration Schemes have funded over £2 million of 

heritage renewal projects in Paisley. 

Archaeological 

Resource 

  

↑ 
The total number of Historic Scotland Scheduled Monuments in Renfrewshire 

increased, in 2011, from 30 to 33. No Inventory Historic Battlefield sites are 

identified in Renfrewshire.  

Historic Gardens 

& Landscapes 

             

↔ 
There is only one site in Renfrewshire on Historic Scotland’s Inventory of 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland.  A re-survey programme will 

be completed in 2016-18. 

 

 

 

 

 

L 

F 

G G 

L 

F 
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Archaeological Resource 

 

Figure 3.1- Archaeological sites & Monuments  

  

Source: Historic Scotland  
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Archaeological Sites 

The West of Scotland Archaeology Service provides a record of all known archaeological sites and monuments in the West of Scotland 

through the Site and Monuments Record (SMR), as shown in figure 3.1. The SMR database is used primarily to provide information and 

advice to the Planning Departments and other services of the partner Councils on potential archaeological issues raised by development 

proposals.  At present, 314 sites have been recorded through the SMR. These sites are not all afforded any statutory protection, however, 

the SMR ensures that a full consultation can be carried out about the archaeological resource prior to a site being developed  thus 

preventing the loss of any significant features through the provision of appropriate mitigation measures. 

Monuments 

In 2011, 20 monuments were scheduled or rescheduled in Renfrewshire when the area was reviewed as part of Historic Scotland’s Area 

Scheduling Programme. This increased the number of scheduled monuments within Renfrewshire to 33 (Fig 3.2). The most common type 

of scheduled monument in Renfrewshire is Prehistoric Domestic and Defensive with Secular monuments being the second most numerous. 

Figure 3.2 - Scheduled Monuments 

Reason for Scheduling Name of Monument 

Prehistoric ritual and 

funerary 

North Mound cairn, Houston 

High Craigenfeoch, Johnstone, cup and ring marked rock 

Back O’ Hill Farm, Houston, cup marked stone 

South Mound cairn, Houston 

Prehistoric domestic and 

defensive 

Walls Hill,fort, Howwood 

Drumcross enclosure, Erskine 

No.4 Ritchieston enclosure, Bishopton 

Knockmade Hill homestead, Lochwinnoch 

Marshall Moor fort, Howwood 

Castle Hill enclosure, East Barnaigh, Howwood 

Rosshall Mains enclosure, Paisley 

Fornet Cottage crannog, Langbank 

Clydeview crannog, Langbank 
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Reason for Scheduling Name of Monument 

Mar Hall crannog, Erskine 

Roman Roman fort, Whitemoss, Bishopton 

Roman fort, Barochan Hill, Houston 

Crosses and carved 

stones 

Cross slabs & cross shaft, Inchinnan Parish Church 

Barochan Cross, in Paisley Abbey 

Ecclesiastical Site of All Hallows church, Inchinnan 

Drain at Paisley Abbey  

St Fillan's church and churchyard, Kilallan, Houston 

Castle Semple Collegiate church, Lochwinnoch 

Secular Barr Castle, west of Lochwinnoch 

Ranfurly Castle, Bridge of Weir 

Castle Hill motte, Ranfurly, Bridge of Weir 

Stanely Castle, Paisley 

Lorabank Castle, motte, Lochwinnoch  

Castle Semple Loch, tower house, Lochwinnoch 

Elliston Castle, Howwood 

Industrial Bishopton, aqueduct 

Park View, Lime Kilns, Lochwinnoch 

20th Century Military and 

Related 

Anti-aircraft site, Gryffe Wraes Cottage, Bridge of Weir 

Steel Cottage, anti-aircraft battery, Erskine 

 

Source: Historic Scotland  
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Listed Buildings 

Many buildings are of interest, architecturally or historically, but for the purposes of listing, this interest must be ‘special’. Historic Scotland 

manage and compile the list of buildings which are worthy of statutory protection. Listing is a continuous process, therefore, the number of 

buildings does vary year on year.  Most recently, in March 2011 Elliston Farm, Howwood has redesignated as Category C and 51 and 53 

High Street, Lochwinnoch has been listed as Category C. The numbers and locations of listed buildings within Renfrewshire are shown in 

figure 3.3 and 3.4. 

 

Figure 3.3 - Listed Buildings in Renfrewshire 

 Source: Historic Scotland 
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Figure 3.4 - Listed Buildings 

Year Category A Category B Category C Total 

2010 36 342 188 566 

2013 36 336 191 563 

Source: Historic Scotland  (WWW.HISTORIC-SCOTLAND.GOV.UK) 

Buildings at Risk 

The Buildings at Risk Register is kept up-to-date by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS), 

on behalf of Historic Scotland. It provides information on properties of architectural or historic merit throughout the country that are 

considered to be at risk. Renfrewshire Council undertakes an annual review survey of the buildings. In 2013 there were 41 buildings on the 

register detailed in figure 3.6 below. Johnstone Castle has been removed from the register after being fully restored, with two currently 

going restoration Mannequins II, Paisley and Fountain Gardens Fountain, Paisley. There have been three new buildings added to the 

register at: 

 3 County Place, Paisley; 

 Blackhall House, Paisley; and 

 Royal Alexandra Infirmary, Main Building, Paisley 
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Figure 3.5 Restored Johnstone Castle 

 

Figure 3.6: Buildings at Risk in Renfrewshire  

 Building Address Status  

1 Hermiston, Bridge of Weir At risk 

2 Leethland House, Elderslie At risk 

3 83 High Street, Johnstone At risk 

4 Paton's Mill, Johnstone At risk 

5 St Joseph's Missionary College Chapel, Lochwinnoch 
At risk, formerly single entry 

6 St Joseph's Missionary College Dormitory Building, Lochwinnoch 
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7 St Joseph's Missionary College Main Building, Lochwinnoch 

8 Calderhaugh House Stables, Lochwinnoch At risk, added 2012 

9 Struthers Lemonade Factory, Lochwinnoch At risk 

10 Upper Floors, 3 County Place, Paisley At risk, added 2012 

11 Arnotts Department Store, Paisley At risk 

12 11 Lawn Street, Paisley At risk, added 2012 

13 Blackhall House, Paisley At risk, added 2012 

14 Russell Institute, Paisley At risk, added 2012 

15 Old Paisley Fire Station, Paisley At risk 

16 51 High Street, Paisley At risk, added 2012 
17 TA Building, Paisley At risk 

18 18 High Street, Paisley At risk, added 2012 

19 20 High Street, Paisley At risk, added 2012 

20 Original Secession Church/Myles Camping Centre, Paisley At risk 

21 Paisley Coats Girls Club, Paisley At risk 

22 Royal Alexandra Infirmary, Main Building, Paisley At risk, added 2012 

23 Hawkhead Hospital Ross House, Paisley At risk 

24 Hawkhead Hospital Administration Block, Paisley 

At risk, formerly single entry 

25 Hawkhead Hospital Child and Family Centre, Paisley 

26 Hawkhead Hospital Laundry Block, Paisley 

27 Hawkhead Hospital Porter's Lodge and Waiting Room, Paisley 

28 Hawkhead Hospital Staff Cottages, Paisley 

29 Hawkhead Hospital Wards 7 and 8, Paisley 

30 Hawkhead House Farm Steading, Paisley At risk 

31 Hawkhead House Farmhouse, Paisley At risk 

32 Dykebar Hospital Ward 20, Paisley At risk, formerly single entry 

33 Dykebar Hospital Ward 22, Paisley 

34 Dykebar Hospital, Mid Dykebar, Paisley At risk 

35 Half-Time School, Paisley At risk 

36 Mannequins II, Paisley Restoration under way 

37 Fountain Gardens Fountain, Paisley Restoration under way 

38 Bird in the Hand Hotel, Quarrelton At risk 

39 Renfrew Police Station, Renfrew At risk 

40 Brown Institute, Renfrew At risk, added 2012 

41 Renfrew Equitable Cooperative Society/24 High Street, Renfrew At risk 
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Paisley’s Grand Fountain will be restored to full working order once again thanks to funding of almost £650,000 from the Heritage Lottery 

Fund, Historic Scotland and Renfrewshire Council.  Work began on site in summer 2013 and is expected to be completed in summer of 

2014. 

Figure 3.7 The Grand Fountain, Paisley  

 

The Grand Fountain is Category A listed, which means that Historic Scotland has recognised the fountain as being of national significance. 

The 1868 cast iron fountain was designed and built by the Sun Foundry, Glasgow.  It is the only one of its kind and stands an impressive 

eight metres tall as the centrepiece of Fountain Gardens, Paisley.   
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The ‘Interpretation and Restoration’ project will: 

 restore the Grand Fountain to full working order;  

 enable local people to get involved in activities and events celebrating the social history of the Fountain Gardens; and  

 involve local students and members of the community in a wide range of hands-on activities relating to the Grand Fountain restoration 
and the history related to the Fountain Gardens. 
 

Museums and Historical Attractions 

Figure 3.8 – Museums and Historic Attractions in Renfrewshire 

Attraction 

Site 

Description Visitor Numbers 

2012/13 

Paisley 

Museum 

complex 

including Art 

Galleries and 

the Coats 

Observatory 

Paisley Museum opened in 1871. It houses a wealth of treasures, from Ancient Egyptian artefacts 

to reminders of our industrial past and our natural heritage.  

 

The Art Gallery has permanent collections of studio ceramics, paintings and sculptures. This 

includes work by artists from the Glasgow School, the Scottish Colourists and Paisley-born writer 

and artist John Byrne.  

The Coats Observatory was gifted to the people of Paisley by Thomas Coats and designed by 

Glasgow Architect John Honeyman, Coats Observatory opened in 1883. The observatory also has 

a planetarium.  

36,084  

 

(56,726, including 

school visits and 

outreach  work) 

Renfrew 

Town Hall 

and Museum 

Renfrew Town is home to Renfrew Community Museum, which tells the story of Renfrew, from the 

granting of the Burgh Charter more than 600 years ago to the modern day.  

 

4,129 

Tannahill’s 

Cottage 

Once the home of the popular poet Robert Tannahill. Now owned and maintained by the Paisley 

Burns Club. The cottage is opened to the public on request and on Doors Open Day. 

c450 

Weavers Built in 1723, the Weavers Cottage is now owned by the National Trust for Scotland. It contains 1357 
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Cottage, 

Kilbarchan 

original working looms and gives a flavour of what life was like in the village when over 800 looms 

were in operation. 

 

Sma’ Shot 

Cottage 

The Sma' Shot Cottages are in Shuttle Street and George Place in Paisley and are owned by the 

Old Paisley Society. The Society restored the cottages from a derelict state. They include an 18th 

century weaver's cottage with loom shop and living quarters, and a row of three early 19th century 

millworkers' cottages. 

Data gap 

Paisley 

Abbey 

Paisley's magnificent Abbey lies at the heart of Paisley town centre. It has been a place of worship 

since the 12th century. The Abbey was established by Walter Fitzalan, on the site of Paisley's first 

church, which had been built by St Mirin in the 6th century. 

c10,000 

 

Paisley Town Centre Asset Strategy 

The Council is aware that the physical, social and economic regeneration of Paisley town centre is crucial to meeting the strategic aims and 

objectives set out in the Renfrewshire Community Plan.  Following the success of the Paisley Town Centre Action Plan, a new regeneration 

strategy is being developed to guide Paisley’s regeneration to 2020.   

The Council is mindful of the critical condition of our town centre heritage assets and of the competing demands of Council, private and 

third sector priorities in relation to these. The need for a strategy that focuses on how the cultural, built and exhibition assets can drive the 

town’s economy and image has been identified. Paisley Town Centre Asset Strategy which will be developed in parallel with a town centre 

events, tourism and marketing strategy being developed by the Town Centre and Events Team with priorities for regeneration set out. 

Townscape Heritage Initiative and Conservation Regeneration Scheme 

The Paisley Town Centre Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) and Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS) aims to support 

investment in the physical regeneration of Paisley Town Centre through grants for the repair and reinstatement of traditional architectural 

features on historic buildings and shop fronts. The project combines funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund (THI) and Historic Scotland 

(CARS) with the Council’s own funds to make a significant impact on its area of focus, to a total project value of £3.6 million.  
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Figure 3.9: Restored Paisley Arts Centre           Figure 3.10: Public Realm Works at Johnstone Street 

 

 

A milestone was reached for the Paisley THI/CARS project in 2013, with the restoration of Paisley Arts Centre; the first of the priority 

projects to be delivered. Public Realm improvement works to the Causeyside Street, New Street and Johnston Street areas have been 

completed in September 2013. Funding has also been approved for Building Repairs at Forbes Place and shop front improvement work 

has been completed at 39 Causeyside Street. 
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4   Material Assets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEA objectives that relate to Material Assets: 

Improve quality of life through improvements in facilities for education, health and reduction in health inequalities. 

Improve existing access and green space and increase opportunities for recreation. 

Protect and enhance playing fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the current 

status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following arrows: 

↑ - Improving   ↓ - Deteriorating    

↔ - No Change 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trend direction is shown with the following colours: 

Good              Fair     

                

Poor              Limited Data  

 

 

 

 

 

 

P L 

G F 
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INDICATOR STATUS 

2011        2014 

TREND 

DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

Recreational  

Land – Playing 

Fields 

 

↔ 
A new Playing Fields Strategy is being prepared and the Draft is currently out 

for consultation.  Working with the Glasgow & the Clyde Valley Green 

Network to update our Open Space Audit.  

Access – Core 

Paths 

 

↑ 
Approved Core Paths Plan being implemented through improvement and 

completions of missing links.  A Core Path Plan review is anticipated in 2015. 

Green Network – 

Corridors / 

Connectivity 

 

↑ 
Working with the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership to 

look at strengthening the Green Network. Between 2011/14  £1 million has 

been spent on Local Green Network Projects, generating an approximate 

further £2.75 million of similar investment from external sources.  

Built Facilities - 

Education 

 
↑ 

A programme of new, replacement and improved schools has been 

substantially completed over the past few years.   

Built Facilities – 

Arts & Leisure 

 

 

↑ 

A substantial part of the Building Better Communities (BBC) programme, 

which includes investment in sports hubs and in fabric and maintenance, is 

complete. Further capital investment is occurring in Johnstone, where a new 

town hall / community hub (opening 2015) will assist the town centre’s 

regeneration.  The Paisley Town Centre Asset Strategy and Action Plan 

(January 2014) sets out a plan for the regeneration of Paisley town centre 

over the next 10-15 years.   

Country and 

Regional Parks 

 

↑ 
Visitor numbers at both Muirshiel and Castle Semple Country Park fell in 2010 

& 2011.  However, additional investment and management initiatives have 

taken place, at all of the parks, including Gleniffer Braes, which have 

broadened the range of visitor activities.  

F 

F 

G 

G 

F 

F 

L 

F 

G 

F 

F G 
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Recreational Open Space and Green Space   

Green Space & Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership 

The Renfrewshire Local Development Plan (LDP) sets out the overall strategy for the area which includes a green network strategy to 

provide a strategic and long term approach to managing and connecting green infrastructure, space and places.  The implementation of 

this strategy is being taken forward through the LDP Action Programme. Priority areas and projects will be indentified and the funding 

sought and allocated accordingly. 

An update to the open space audit has commenced with resource assistance from the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Green Network 

Partnership.  They are also working with the other seven authorities in the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley area. This will then allow a 

comprehensive green network across the area which will feed into the Central Scotland Green Network.  

The Council has been meeting its obligations, as part of its Single Outcome Agreement, through the development of a sports community / 

hub framework.  An updated Playing Fields Strategy is currently being developed and is going to be complete by the end of 2014.  

 

Green Network / Countryside Access 

Local Green Network Projects 

  

Over the last four years a successful programme of Local Green Network projects has been delivered (how many – Steve), benefitting 

communities across Renfrewshire. A substantial level of external funding has been secured resulting in a total investment of over £4million. 

In 2013/14 the focus was on consolidation of approved projects and delivery of longer term projects with a number of smaller scale projects 

being delivered.  

As with previous years projects will continue to focus on creating green links, improving access and interpretation, and environmental 

improvements. Projects are identified in accordance with the Local Development Plan and the Community Plan indicators. 

Funding from the Public Access and Environmental Improvements budgets totalling £150,000 will be utilised for the delivery of projects. 

External funding opportunities will continue to be maximised in order that the Council’s investment can be multiplied. 
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Grand Fountain ‘Interpretation & Restoration’ Project:  Restoration of the category A listed fountain completed in summer 2014 and a 

continuing delivery of a programme of educational and training opportunities.  

  

 Figure 4.1:  Completed restoration of Grand Fountain, Paisley (2014) 

 

 

Examples of other Local Green Network projects which are being progressed in 2014/15 are: 

  

 Johnstone Community Growth Area: Integrated Green Infrastructure - Creation of a ‘Surface Water Management Strategy’ to enable 

new housing provision.  

Status - Design stage complete in 2013/14 and funding for delivery to be secured.  

 

 Linwood Community Woodland: Partnership project with Forestry Commission Scotland and Renfrewshire Leisure to create a 

circular path network adjacent to the ON-X Centre and Linwood community woodland.  

Status - Design nearing completion and funding for delivery to be secured  
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 Renfrewshire Urban Forest Strategy: Partnership project with Forestry Commission Scotland to develop a sustainable management 

project for Council woodlands. 

Status - Draft strategy being prepared.  

 

Renfrewshire’s Core Paths  

A number of paths have been upgraded throughout Renfrewshire. These include most of the path network in the Glen, at Gleniffer Braes 

Country Park, several paths in Parkhill Wood, Lochwinnoch and the paths around the Linwood Lade area. The route between the Lade and 

the National Cycle Route (NCR 7) has also been resurfaced and a new connection has been made to the NCR7 in Brookfield. A path south 

of Johnstone High School has also been upgraded and widened to accommodate shared use for pedestrians and cyclists. 

A number of other new paths have been developed, with a network of new paths in the Craigends area of Erskine with Forestry 

Commission Scotland (FCS), developing new paths in their newly acquired holdings at Boden Boo in Erskine; and at Windy Hill, to the 

south of Johnstone. The path system at Linwood Lade has been extended 0.5km into the neighbouring playing field, and new steps and 

surfaces installed on the Gryffe Walkway at Bridge of Weir. Paths at Jennyswell Local Nature Reserve, Paisley, have been resurfaced to 

make access easier for people with buggies and disabilities. 

A number of projects have taken place since the adoption of the Core Paths Plan in 2009, improving the provision and quality of core paths. 

Figure 4.2 highlights four paths that were identified as core paths requiring development within the plan that have been constructed.  The 

most southerly section of the South Paisley Strategic Link, between Burnside Braes and Barrhead, connecting Paisley to Barrhead (East 

Renfrewshire), has been completed in 2014 (Figure 4.3). Improvements to the links between Bishopton and Erskine have been 

successfully implemented, with footways constructed along the Old Greenock Road and Ferry Road. 
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Figure 4.2:  Improvements to Renfrewshire’s Core Paths  
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Figure 4.3:  South Paisley to Barrhead Link 
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At Lochwinnoch a path has been constructed at Johnshill (Figure 4.4), connecting the north of the village into Parkhill Woods. 

Figure 4.4  Johnshill Field, Lochwinnoch 

 

Regional and Country Parks 

Renfrewshire has a Regional Park, which is situated at Clyde Muirshiel and Castle Semple, incorporating two Country Parks.  A significant 

recent initiative has been the two year project Windows on Wildlife (WoW) based at Castle Semple Country Park, designed to increase 

participation and learning of the natural heritage, which proved a popular attraction in 2013/14.  WoW was part of the larger Semple Trail 

Heritage Project led by Renfrewshire Council which had delivered Clyde Muirshiel Park priorities in tourism, health improvement, skills 

development, learning and conservation. Castle Semple celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2011, and it comprises the loch and Parkhill 

Wood. 
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Recent improvements at Castle Semple park include the:   

 addition of a small car park, path and viewpoint in Johnshill Field (Figure 4.5) 

 creation of ponds, wildflower meadow and archery site in Johnshill Field 

 improvement of paths and habitats in Parkhill Woods 

  

   Figure 4.5  Johnshill Viewpoint,  Lochwinnoch 
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In 2011 the park secured £104,000 of grant aid from the Forestry Commission’s ‘Woodlands in and Around Towns’ challenge fund, for the 

implementation of the Parkhill Woodland Plan. Enhancements at Parkhill wood have resulted in a three- fold increase in visitor numbers 

there, between 2011 and 2013.  

Figure 4.6 shows that visitor numbers for the Castle Semple Centre, for 2012, were higher than the previous two years, whilst visitor 

numbers at the Muirshiel Centre recovered from the temporary closure in 2011. The South Renfrewshire Access Network Initiative (SRANI) 

was established a few years ago and the most significant recent initiative is the Semple Trail (Semple Trail Heritage Project), which has 

upgraded footpaths and trails in the vicinity of the loch.  In 2012, the Castle Semple Centre was recognised, by the Royal Yachting 

Association, as a ‘Sailability Centre of Excellence’, for those with disabilities, the first in Scotland.  

Semple Sports Access Partnership (SSAP) is a charity which has proposals for the development of water sports clubs at Castle Semple.  

Currently, the majority of the clubs linked to SSAP utilise space in the Park Authority managed compound. SSAP’s intention is to move all 

club facilities to the proposed new joint clubhouse to be built in the adjacent field. This will enable the Park Authority to reconsider the use 

and layout of the existing compound (Figure 4.7).  To maximise these potential benefits SSAP and Renfrewshire Council will work together 

to consider all options, and prepare a ‘masterplan’, to achieve a broad spectrum of recreational and community benefits. 

Figure 4.6:   Visitor numbers at Castle Semple and Muirshiel Centres 

 Source: Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          41 
 

Figure 4.7: Castle Semple Park boat compound 

 

  

The Muirshiel Country Park is surrounded by a Special Protection Area of international importance for its breeding population of hen 

harriers. The visitor centre has a seasonal exhibition on Hen Harriers, and shows ‘live’ images from a nest camera during the breeding 

season. Due to technical reasons, the Muirshiel visitor centre was closed for part of summer 2011 and annual visitor numbers were much 

reduced.  

In order to make an independent assessment of the financial value of public investment in the park, a Social Return On Investment (SROI) 

analysis was conducted (December 2013) by Greenspace Scotland. This has calculated that for every £1 invested in the Park, in the order 

of £9 of benefits are generated. 
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Gleniffer Braes Country Park        

The Central Scotland Green Network assisted the Council with funding for a feasibility study for a Strategic Management Plan for the park. 

One Council management initiative, already implemented, has been the introduction of a Highland Cattle herd.  Another initiative being 

explored, which would broaden the range of uses, is for the creation of a managed mountain bike trail network.  

Sports and Leisure Facilities 

The Council’s Renfrewshire Community Plan 2013-2023 confirms the value of sport and leisure to the health and well being of 

Renfrewshire’s population.  The Council has highlighted the key health issues where Renfrewshire has poorer rates of coronary heart 

disease and cancer rates, in addition to health issues caused by alcohol and drugs miss-use.  As part of a broader recreational strategy, 

most of the sports facilities within Renfrewshire have received significant investment and further funding and resources will be allocated to 

continue to improve sport, leisure and other associated health programmes. 

Community Sports Hubs / Usage and Demand for Playing Fields and Associated Facilities 

Renfrewshire Leisure Services run the public sports and leisure facilities in Renfrewshire.  A £92 million investment programme has been 

completed which includes the Community Sports Hubs, which allows the better integration of Council and partner services within the 

following Renfrewshire settlements: 

 Paisley (Lagoon Centre);  

 Johnstone (Johnstone High School) (Figure 4.8);  

 Linwood (Linwood Sports Centre) (Figure 4.9); and 

 Erskine (Park Mains High School), where the sharing of facilities allows school use during the day and community use during the 

evening, 

 Renfrew has two sports facilities, including the recently upgraded Victory Baths, located near the town centre; 

 A new shared sports hub was opened at Johnstone High School in 2012, upgrading existing facilities and including a swimming pool, 

which replaced the ageing pool in Johnstone town centre; 

 Linwood sports centre, which also has an athletics track and pitches, was substantially upgraded in 2012 which now includes several 

swimming pools. 
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The Elderslie swimming pool was demolished and cleared in 2012 and the site provides a regeneration opportunity for the local community. 

Figure 4.8:  Johnstone Community Sports Hub              Figure 4.9:  Linwood Community Sports Hub 

 

       

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Recreational Open Space  

Allotments 

Four independent allotment associations exist within Renfrewshire, operating on 115 allotments which are distributed within Paisley (69), 

Renfrew (26) and Erskine (20). The associations have a current waiting list of 87 people.   

Renfrewshire Growing Grounds Forum 

The Renfrewshire Growing Grounds Forum was established in December 2009, with the aims of increasing the quality and quantity of 

growing grounds.  Figure 4.10 lists existing Growing Grounds within Renfrewshire at 2013 and projects being investigated, proposed or 

developed. Two growing ground projects completed in 2011-12 were at: Sutherland Street, Paisley (Paisley West End & Central 
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Community Council), managed by the West End Growing Ground Association (a sub-committee of the Community Council), which received 

approximately £22,000 awarded from Renfrewshire Council’s Green Network Programme and £13,700 from the Climate Challenge Fund; 

the Weavers Linn Respite Centre, Glenburn, Paisley (the Green Buds Community Garden Project), managed by the Council’s Social Work 

Department, which received £6000 from Renfrewshire Council’s Local Green Network Programme.  

 

Figure 4.10   Growing Grounds in Renfrewshire - 2013  

Town Traditional Allotments already established 

Erskine Lamont farm, Barrhill Road (1970) – currently seeking to double number of plots 

Renfrew Patterson Park, Ferry Road (1921) 

Paisley Brediland Allotments Association, Cardell Drive (1916) 

Paisley West End Allotments Association (off Well Street & Douglas Street) 

 Non ‘traditional’ Growing ground now established – all with Renfrewshire Council support 

Lochwinnoch Community Garden 

Linwood Community Centre (garden maintained although Community Centre is closed) 

Paisley Behind Coats Memorial Church (2009)  

Paisley Disability Resource Centre, Love Street – part of  ‘Fork to Fork’ Project 

Johnstone Capability Scotland, West Lane Gardens, Cartside Road  - ‘Fork to Fork’ Project 

Paisley Grow in Glenburn, Glen Park, Gleniffer Braes Country Park (2011) 

Paisley Green Buds Community Garden Project, Weavers Linn Respite Centre, Glenburn (2012) 

Paisley Sutherland Street ‘Flat pack Temporary Allotments’ (2012) 
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Paisley Langcraigs School (2010) 

Bridge of 

Weir 

Small demonstration site at the Bridge Community Centre (2013) 

 
Growing Grounds projects being investigated, proposed or developed with Renfrewshire Council help 

Bridge of 

Weir 

Bridge of Weir Allotments & Gardens Society seeking a larger site – currently negotiating with Quarriers but still hope 

for a ‘local’ site 

Renfrew Renfrew Association of Gardeners and Growers’ site under construction at Broadloan, using substantial Big Lottery 

Fund grant. 

Johnstone Proposals for disused tennis courts at Johnstone High School partially funded and construction started in February 

2014 

Paisley The Mirin Centre, Lagoon Leisure Centre, raised beds and orchard – construction nearing completion 

Linwood Milldale Centre, On-X Sports Centre: construction nearing completion on raised beds garden 

Paisley Renfrewshire Community Gardens negotiating for site at Barshaw Park 

 

Arts & Craft facilities, Museums and Halls & Community Centres  

The principal arts facilities within Renfrewshire, which provide a regular entertainment and arts programmes, are Paisley Town Hall and the 

Paisley Arts Centre.  Under the Townscape Heritage Initiative / Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme THI / CARS, the Paisley Arts 

Centre underwent major external repair and refurbishment as part of a scheduled upgrade in 2012.  Paisley museum also recently 

benefited from improved interpretive facilities and internal decoration.  Separately, a £2.4m upgrade of Paisley Town Hall was also 

completed in 2013 which included £482,000 from Historic Scotland for repairs to the buildings historic fabric. 

Renfrewshire Council approved the Paisley Heritage Asset Strategy, in January 2014, which has the aim of considering how the town’s rich 

heritage and architectural assets could be used to drive the town centre’s long term (10-15 years) economic regeneration, through 
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increasing its tourist potential and increasing visitor numbers and expenditure. It is estimated that this could increase Paisley’s tourist 

economy by £45 million annually, creating hundreds of jobs.  Development is already proceeding at the ‘Abbey Quarter’, on the site of the 

former Arnotts store to complement the strategy, where 31 flats are under construction for the Link Group Ltd (Figure 4.11). 

Figure 4.11: Part of the former Arnotts site, Paisley Town Centre under construction for flats (2014) 

 

In 2011, Renfrew Town Hall was extensively refurbished and extended to provide improved facilities and to incorporate a relocated 

Renfrew Community Museum.  Construction of the new £14.5 million community hub at the site of the former Johnstone Town Hall, 

swimming pool and library commenced in Autumn 2013, with demolition finished by December 2013.  The completed project will replace 

the former facilities there and the new facility, due to open in the summer of 2015, includes a library, theatre, marriage suit, conference / 

meetings rooms and a cafe (Figure 4.12).      

The construction of the new Linwood Town Centre commenced in 2013 and, in addition to the main and ancillary retail units, this will 

incorporate a new community hall (Tweedie Hall), library and offices for Linstone Housing Association (Figure 4.13).  



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          47 
 

Figure 4.12 New Johnstone Community Hub / Town Hall under construction (2014) 

 

 

Figure 4.13:  Redevelopment of Linwood Town Centre (2014) 
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Housing 

The National Records of Scotland’s (NRS) statistics record that total number of dwellings in Renfrewshire has increased from 82,944, in 

2011, to 83,933, in 2013.  In 2013, 80,576 (96%) of these dwellings were recorded as being occupied (3% are vacant and 1% are second 

homes). 

Figure 4.14 shows NRS statistics for the proportion of types of dwellings in Renfrewshire.  This indicates that, in 2013, flats comprised 45% 

of all dwellings.  This proportion is lower than the equivalent figures for Glasgow, at 73%, and Inverclyde, at 50%.  Residential 

development, currently under construction in Paisley Town Centre will see an increase the number of flats within Renfrewshire (Figure 

4.15).  In Renfrewshire, 33% of all dwellings are either semi-detached, or detached, which is higher than both Glasgow, at 14%, and 

Inverclyde, at 29%, but lower than both North Ayrshire, at 41% and East Renfrewshire, at 58%. This shows that Renfrewshire has more 

evenly distributed proportions of dwelling types than most of its neighbouring Council areas. Figure 4.16 indicates the proportions of 

Dwellings by Council Tax Bands.       

Figure 4.14:   Types of Dwellings in Renfrewshire 2013 

  

Source:  National Records for Scotland  
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Local Authority Dwellings 

Figure 4.17 shows that the total number of Council houses has continued to reduce between 2010 and 2013, with the largest fall, of 544, 

occurring in the period 2010- 2011.  The reduction in the total is primarily as a consequence of housing demolitions within the settlements 

of Paisley, Johnstone and Linwood, although, in several locations, Housing Association developments have replaced areas of former 

Council housing (Figure 4.18).                               

Figure 4.15:  New flats, ‘Abbey Quarter’, Paisley Town Centre (2014) 

 

 

 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          50 
 

 

Figure 4.16:   % of Dwellings by Council Tax Bands in Renfrewshire 2013 

 Source: Renfrewshire Council Housing Management Records 2006-2013    

Figure 4.17:   Number of Council Houses 2010 - 2013 

 Source:  National Records for Scotland                                           
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Figure 4.18:   New social housing at Tannahill Crescent, Johnstone (2013) 

 

 

Figure 4.19 shows the proportion of council housing stock by type of dwelling.  Although the total Council residential stock has been 

reduced by 5% (683) between 2010 and 2013, the proportions of the type of housing stock has varied only slightly over this period, with the 

categories of Tenement flats and Multi-storey flats comprising 48% of the stock in 2013.              
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 Figure 4.19:  Type of Council Housing Stock 

 

Source: Renfrewshire Council Housing Management Records 2006-2013  / National Records for Scotland 
 

The Council is now over three years through a five year £138 million programme of housing improvements. By year three, 6000 Council 

properties have had kitchens, bathrooms and rewiring completed, whilst 4000 properties have had their old heating systems replaced. 

Within the current year four, £12 million has been spent, by the Council, on the renewal of kitchens, bathrooms and rewiring, whilst £3 

million has been spent on replacement heating systems.  A complementary £9 million is expected to be spent on external housing 

improvements. 

 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          53 
 

Tenure of Households  

Figure 4.20 shows the percentage tenure of households (with residents), recorded for 2012.  The tenure of households in Renfrewshire 

was broadly similar to that for Scotland, with 63% of Renfrewshire’s total households being ‘Owner Occupied’, the same as the national 

figure. Renfrewshire’s percentage share for ‘Social Rented’, 26%, was marginally above that for Scotland, 23%, whilst the percentage for 

‘Private Rented’ was 11% and the equivalent figure for Scotland was 13%. 

Figure 4.20:  Renfrewshire - Tenure of Households  

 

Source:  Scottish Household Survey Annual Report (2012) 

Condition of Housing  

Figure 4.21 shows key factors related to housing condition and their change between 2008 and 2011.  The percentage of dwellings, within 

Renfrewshire, which have a ‘disrepair’, no matter how small, is 5% more than in 2008.  However, the percentage of those dwellings with an 

‘urgent disrepair’ has seen a reduction since 2008 of 2%. The percentage of dwellings which, if not rectified, would cause the fabric of the 

building to deteriorate further, or place the owner’s health and safety at risk, has fallen, significantly, by 12%.  Since 2008, the ‘Median 
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annual household income’, both with either minimal or urgent disrepairs has risen, and in the case of urgent disrepairs, this represents an 

income increase of almost 12%.  

Figure 4.21:  Scottish House Condition Survey 2011  

ESTIMATES FOR KEY FEATURES OF THE HOUSING STOCK RENFREWSHIRE 

(difference from 2008) 

SCOTLAND 

(difference from 2008) 

% of dwellings with any disrepair no matter how small, to any element of the 

dwelling. 

86% 

( + 5% ) 

80% 

( + 1% ) 

% of dwellings with disrepair that have urgent disrepair which if not rectified would 

cause the fabric of the building to deteriorate further and/or place the health and 

safety of the occupier at risk. 

41% 

( - 2% ) 

37% 

  

% of private sector dwellings with urgent disrepair which if not rectified would 

cause the fabric of the building to deteriorate further and/or place the health and 

safety of the occupier at risk. 

41% 

( + 1% ) 

37% 

( + 1% ) 

Which if not rectified would cause the fabric of the building to deteriorate further 

and/or place the health and safety of the occupier at risk. 

41%  

( - 12% ) 

38% 

( - 1% ) 

Median annual household income- with disrepair no matter how small, to any 

element of the dwelling. 

£19 300 

( + £1200 ) 

£18 200 

( + £700 ) 

Median annual household income – with urgent disrepair which if not rectified 

would cause the fabric of the building to deteriorate further and/or place the 

health and safety of the occupier at risk. 

£19 300 

( + £2000 ) 

£18 000 

( + £300 ) 

Source:  Scottish House Condition Survey 2011*                                                                                      

 *most recent available information for the current quality of housing stock in Renfrewshire 
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Affordable Housing Investment Programme  

Figure 4.22 shows that there has been a steady programme of investment in affordable housing over the past ten years within 

Renfrewshire.  In geographic terms, affordable housing completions have been greater within Paisley (57%) than within the remainder of 

Renfrewshire, although this has varied significantly between individual years (Figure 4.24). 

Figure 4.22:   Affordable Housing Investment Programme Completions 

 

Source:  Scottish Government - Housing and Regeneration Division 
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Figure:  4.23 New social housing at Gallowhill, Paisley (2013)  

 

Energy Efficiency of the Council Housing Stock  

Figure 4.24 shows the proportion of properties and their broad quality within Renfrewshire. The energy efficiency of the housing stock is 

measured by the National Home Energy Rating (NHER) on the Scottish House Condition Survey (SHCS).  On this scale, a rate of zero is 

‘Poor’, 10 is ‘Excellent’, whilst a rate of 7 and above is considered ‘Good’.  Renfrewshire has a larger proportion (70%) of its stock in the 7-

10 category than the equivalent figure for Scotland.  This Renfrewshire figure has increased by 10% since the NHER SHCS 2007-2009 

survey. 
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Figure 4.24:   National Home Energy Rating (SHCS  2009-2011) – Council Housing Stock  

NATIONAL HOME ENERGY 

RATING 

0-2 3-6 7-10 

Proportion of Properties in 

Renfrewshire 

1% 29% 70% 

Proportion of Properties in Scotland 3% 36% 61% 

Source: Scottish House Condition Survey (SHCS)  

Energy Efficiency of Public & Private Housing Stock  

Figure 4.25 shows that the NHER rate for Private Stock in Renfrewshire (80%) is significantly higher than the equivalent figure for Scotland 

in the 6-10 category. The NHER rate for Public Stock (93%) is also higher than the equivalent figure for Scotland in the 6-10 category. This 

figure also shows that the Public stock in the 6-10 category is significantly better than that of the Private stock (80%) in the same category. 

However, the Private stock has improved significantly, by 8%, since the NHER SHCS 2007-2009 survey. 

Figure 4.25:   National Home Energy Rating (SHCS  2009-2011) – Public & Private Housing Stock 

 PRIVATE STOCK PUBLIC STOCK 

 0-5 NHER 

RATING 

6-10 NHER 

RATING 

0-5 NHER 

RATING 

6-10 NHER 

RATING 

Renfrewshire 20% 80% 7% 93% 

Scotland 29% 71% 14% 86% 

Source: Scottish House Condition Survey (SHCS) 

Energy Savings and Council’s Estate  

The Sustainable Scotland Network, Renfrewshire Year 5 Climate Change Declaration Report shows (Figure 4.26) Renfrewshire Council’s 

own corporate greenhouse gas emissions from its estate, services and functions. Renfrewshire Council’s total emissions were 38,400 
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tonnes CO2 for the year 2011/12.  Two thirds of this total was attributed to electricity (36%) and gas (30%) emissions from buildings, whilst 

electricity emissions from street lights (19%) was also a major source of CO2 emissions.  Transport fuel (10%) also made a significant 

contribution to total emissions.  

 

Through the Carbon Management Plan (CMP), the Council is committed to reducing CO2 emissions to 25% below the 2007/08 baseline 

year by March 31, 2014 (including emissions from the expanded scope – fleet and streetlights).  As detailed in the CMP, Renfrewshire 

Council’s 2011/12 overall target equated to a reduction of 11.6% CO2 emissions from the baseline position. Current progress shows that a 

reduction of 18.4% has been achieved to date. The most significant reduction has been in the reduction of emissions from buildings (other 

than schools) with a reduction of 22.1% since 2007/08. Emissions from street lighting have also reduced by 19.9%.  

 

In order to reduce emissions, Renfrewshire Council and the Energy Savings Trust Scotland (ESTS) work in a formal partnership, sharing 

plans and expertise, to provide the residents of Renfrewshire with advice and support on how to adopt a low carbon lifestyle, reduce their 

carbon footprint, as well as reducing levels of fuel poverty.  

 
Figure 4.26:  Renfrewshire Council Emissions 2011/2012 
 

  
Source: Sustainable Scotland Network – Renfrewshire Year 5 Climate Change Declaration Report 
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Energy Efficiency 

The Sustainable Scotland Network, Renfrewshire Year 5 Climate Change Declaration Report indicates that, during 2012/13, the Council 

invested £2.1m in energy related stock improvements. An additional £2,596,409 of external grant funding was accessed for further 

investment in stock improvements. £1.61m of this funding was from Scottish Gas Networks in the form of Fuel Poverty Vouchers and was 

used to improve the gas infrastructure. In addition, £986,000 of the total funding was provided through the Carbon Emissions Reduction 

Target (CERT). The total investment of £4,696,409 in the Council’s stock has resulted in saving 2,900 tonnes of CO2 per year. The Council 

also secured £757,144 from the Scottish Government through the Universal Home Insulation Scheme (UHIS) for cavity wall and wall 

insulation in private sector housing. Increased energy efficiency can potentially reduce the demand for energy and the requirement for 

investment in additional infrastructure. The high voltage pylons were upgraded at Gleniffer Braes substation 2012-13 (Figure 4.27).  

       
 Figure 4.27 Electricity substation, Gleniffer Braes, Paisley 
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In addition to this, the Council carrying out a programme of external cladding of properties not suitable for cavity insulation. The project 

started with flats in the Gallowhill area of Paisley. Expenditure on the cladding will include a further investment of £1.5M; of which £0.6M 

has been provided through grant funding from the Community Energy Saving Programme (CESP). CESP provides funding in from part of 

the government's Home Energy Saving Programme. The investment will save 280 tonnes of CO2 and combined with previous year’s 

investment there will be an annual saving of 7,080 tonnes of CO2. 

Schools 

Primary Schools 

The Council runs 49 primary schools. In Autumn 2012 the roll was 12,448 pupils, a reduction of 106 pupils from the equivalent position in 

2010.  In Autumn 2012, a significant number of the denominational primary schools were operating at a level which was lower than 60% of 

their capacity. 

Secondary Schools 

The Council runs 11 secondary schools and in Autumn 2012 the roll was 10,529 pupils which was a reduction of 271 pupils from the 

equivalent position in 2010.  In Autumn 2012, three secondary schools in Paisley, Erskine and Gryffe (including one denominational school) 

were operating at a level which was higher than 95% of their capacity. This includes the redeveloped Park Mains secondary school in 

Erskine, which opened in 2012, and benefits from a biomass fuelled boiler for its under floor heating system which should be more efficient 

and help to reduce carbon emissions. 

Other Schools 

Renfrewshire has three schools for pupils with special needs, which support children and young people (5–18 years) who require a range 

of additional needs.  These schools had a combined roll, for 2012, of 365.  

Schools Review 

In February 2013, the Council approved a capital investment of £30 million for the further development of the school estate.  School estate 

management planning (SEMP) is central to Renfrewshire Council’s asset management strategy and the SEMP process ensures the 

effective identification of priorities to inform the Council’s investment in the school estate.  Following consideration of property core facts, 

the additional support needs, primary school and pre 5 sectors present the most significant challenges for the Council and this will be the 
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focus of the proposed SEMP.  Consultation is taking place, during Winter 2013/2014, and following the assessment of findings and 

recommendations, during Spring 2014, options and future priorities will be determined.       

Colleges and Universities 

West College Scotland (WCS) 

WCS is comprised of the former colleges at Clydebank, Reid Kerr and James Watt – Inverclyde which merged on 1st August 2013.  In 

session 2012/13, the former colleges, combined, enrolled a total of 18,116 students on programmes of study leading to recognised 

qualifications – 14,507 at non advanced FE level and 3,609 at advanced HE level. Of the total enrolments 4,509 were full time students on 

further education (FE) programmes leading to a recognised qualification. It is estimated that Reid Kerr College supported approximately 

20,000 full time and part time students, 650 staff and 300 courses in 2013.  

The University of the West of Scotland  

UWS, Paisley Campus is the university’s main campus, with the other three being located in Hamilton, Ayr and Dumfries.  The Paisley 

Campus lies on an 8 hectare site in Paisley Town Centre and in 2012 new university accommodation, which comprised an investment of 

£13.2 million, was completed which providing campus accommodation of 336 en-suite rooms in the town centre (Figure 4.28).  In 2012, the 

Paisley Campus had approximately 10,000 Undergraduate and Postgraduate students.      

Libraries 

In 2013, Renfrewshire has 12 public libraries, including the Paisley Central Lending and Reference library, which is an historic building 

incorporating a Local Studies and Family History research unit.  Johnstone library is currently located in temporary accommodation until it is 

relocated to the new community hub centre, which will be completed in 2015.  A wheelchair mobile accessible library service also provides 

for communities elsewhere in Renfrewshire which do not have convenient library access.  
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Figure 4.28: New student residences, University of the West of Scotland, Paisley  
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5. Waste 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The amount of waste generated and the subsequent methods of treatment are of growing social, economic and environmental concern. 

The types of waste produced, the transport of waste and the various methods of waste treatment and disposal available all have an impact 

on the environment. Good integrated waste management practices are therefore essential to minimise these environmental impacts and 

protect human health. 

The Scottish Government’s Zero Waste Plan adopted in 2009 views waste as a resource and is underpinned by a determination to achieve 

the best overall outcomes for Scotland's environment, by making best practical use of the approach in the waste management hierarchy: 

waste prevention, reuse, recycling and recovery. The plan sets clear targets for waste disposal and recovery in the short and long term 

which Renfrewshire Council will work towards going forward. 

The current impact that waste has on Renfrewshire’s environment is summarised by the environmental indicators shown below. Highlighted 

is the current status of each indicator and the directional trend. The most recent complete data set available is from 2011/20112 and has 

been used to assess the environmental indicators. Some additional data from 2012/13 has also been included.  

 

 

 

SEA objectives that relate to Waste 

To minimise the generation of waste 

Maximise recycling and composting to reduce waste going to landfill 

Promote and contribute to the ability of communities to minimise waste, and maximise waste recovery, recycling, composting etc. 
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INDICATOR STATUS 2011 STATUS 2013 TREND 

DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

Waste Generation   ↑ The amount of waste generated in Renfrewshire has 

decreased since 2004 and this trend has continued, 

although at a slower rate. 

Waste Treatment   ↑ The level of recycling continues to increase within 

Renfrewshire and has been maintained at 40%. 

Waste Management   ↑ Improvements in the managed weekly waste collection 

service by the Council should result in increased 

recycling rates. Improvements in Household Waste 

and Recycling Sites will also contribute to better waste 

management. 

G G 

G G 

G G 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the current 

status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following arrows: 

↑ - Improving   ↓ - Deteriorating    

↔ - No Change 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trend direction is shown with the following colours: 

Good              Fair     

                

Poor              Limited Data  

 

 

 

 

 

 

P L 

G F 
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National Baseline  

At the time of writing, the most current national data regarding household waste arisings is for 2012. In Scotland, there were 2.50 million 

tonnes of household waste arising, compared with 2.61 million tonnes in 2011. The meaning of household waste changed in 2011 with the 

introduction of Scotland's Zero Waste Plan. Certain waste streams such as street sweepings were removed from the calculation of the total 

figure so the 2011 household dataset reflects the revised meaning. SEPA have provided an estimate of household waste for the calendar 

years 2004 to 2010, which though not directly comparable with 2011 estimates can be used as background context. Between 2004 and 

2007 the amount of household waste arising increased from 2.77 million tonnes to 3.00 million tonnes, before falling back to 2.77 million 

tonnes in 2010. Between 2011 and 2012, the total amount of household waste arising fell by 4.1% (0.11 million tonnes). 

Figure 5.1 

  

Source: http://www.sepa.org.uk/waste/waste_data.aspx  

http://www.sepa.org.uk/waste/waste_data.aspx
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Renfrewshire Baseline  

Waste Generation 

In April 2011 SEPA revised the definitions and names of waste types. The term municipal waste was replaced by Local Authority Collected 

Municipal Waste (LACMW).  This waste stream was identified to be used to determine the tonnes of Biodegradeable Municipal Waste 

(BMW) landfilled for landfill diversion targets. The amount of waste collected by the Renfrewshire Council continues to decrease. In 

2012/13 a total of 80,472 tonnes of household waste was collected 

Figure 5.2 

 

Source: Renfrewshire Council  
N.B. All the figures are calculated according to the Zero Waste Plan – Guidance for Local Authorities. Jan-Mar 2011 data which was reported prior to the Zero Waste Plan definition of household waste and 
recycling coming into effect has been reformulated where necessary in accordance with this guidance for the purpose of combining data from the first quarter with the latter three quarters for each local 
authority. Subsequent data has also been collected under the new definition. 
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Figure 5.2 demonstrates the continued decline in the amount of household waste arisings collected by Renfrewshire Council.  Despite the 

change in the definitions of waste types the downward trend has continued since 2004/5.  

Waste Recovery 

Recycling targets have also been changed to reflect household waste only, so for the financial year 2010/11 going forward the recycling 

rate is based on how much household waste is collected and recycled. In 2011/12 83,543 tonnes of the LACMW was household waste with 

40.9% of this being recycled. Although national recycling data is not available at the time of writing, in 2012/13 32,274 tonnes or 40.1% of 

Renfrewshire’s household waste was recycled. In Renfrewshire’s case the changes in definition of waste streams make it more difficult for 

the Council to reach the recycling targets set in the Zero Waste Plan of 40% for 2010 and 50% for 2013. Despite this Renfrewshire 

achieved the 40% target for a third year in succession. The amount of recycling is still on a generally upward trend and in line with the 

national average as can be seen from Figure 5.3 below.  

Figure 5.3 

 

Source: Renfrewshire Council and SEPA 
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Household Waste Management and Recycling 

Figure 5.4: Food Waste Recycling 

 

Source: Renfrewshire Council 

Since managed weekly collections started several service improvements have been introduced to help Renfrewshire achieve the 50% 

recycling rate target for 2013 and stream line collection services. In 2012, the service was rerouted to operate seven days a week. The 

kerbside box route for glass was stopped and residents were allowed to put their waste glass into their blue bin. Both measures were 

implemented to improve the cost effectiveness of the service. The second measure also allowed an additional 17,000 properties access to 

kerbside glass recycling because previously, tenemental and flatted properties did not have kerbside boxes. Collecting glass with the other 

recyclate meant, however that residents could no longer put textiles in their blue bin; so a new separate textile service was also introduced 

in early 2013 to give residents access to a kerbside textile service. 

The latest kerbside service improvement has been the introduction of food waste collections. This was implemented in September 2013 for 

72,000 households with a further 6,000 communal properties planned to be brought onto the collection by the beginning of 2014. 
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In addition to the existing network of five Household Waste and Recycling Centres (HWRC) in Renfrewshire, an investment of £1.25m has 

been made in the redevelopment of Paisley’s Underwood Road HWRC to create a ‘super-hub’. At this facility residents will be able to 

recycle a wide range of bulky waste including fridges, car batteries, rubble etc., from the spring of 2014. 

 

Figure 5.5: Underwood Road Household Waste Recycling Centre 

 

Source: Renfrewshire Council 
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Waste from Energy 

Renfrewshire Council has also been actively working to divert additional waste from landfill by processing it in an Energy from Waste (EfW) 

plant. In 2011/12 almost 2,500 tonnes was processed through EfW as a trial and in 2012/13, this figure rose to 6,184 tonnes. This method 

of treatment has now been adopted as part of the waste management options for Renfrewshire Council in order to work towards landfill 

diversion targets. The recent introduction of food waste collections will also provide an opportunity for Energy from Waste processing.  The 

food waste will be taken to a treatment facility where it will be made into agricultural fertiliser and used to produce a gas that can be used to 

generate electricity.  
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6. AIR 

 

 

 

 

 

Air is a mixture of gases that constitute the earth’s atmosphere; mainly nitrogen (78%), oxygen (21%) and the remaining gases 1% include 

argon and carbon dioxide. Poor air quality can have both acute and chronic effects on human health. Air pollution can negatively affect 

ecosystems, the quality of soil and water, and contribute to climate change. 

The main contribution to air pollution is emissions from individual sites (or point sources e.g. large scale industrial activities) and along 

transport routes/nodes (linear/nodal sources e.g. road traffic, air traffic). Diffusive sources such as agriculture are also an important source. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEA objectives that relate to Air: 

Improve air quality and reduce the level of airborne pollutants. 

Promote the use of sustainable locations to minimise the negative impact of transportation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the current 

status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following arrows: 

↑ - Improving   ↓ - Deteriorating    

↔ - No Change 

  

 

 

 

 

The trend direction is shown with the following colours: 

Good              Fair     

                

Poor              Limited Data  
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Local Air Pollutants 

Renfrewshire Council have undertaken monitoring of ambient Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and particles of less than 10µm in diameter (PM10) at 

four locations within the Council area using automatic sampling analysers from 2006. 

The location of these sites are: 

1. Central Road , Paisley 
2. Gordon Street , Paisley 
3. Glasgow Airport 
4. St James Street, Paisley (monitoring commenced 2010) 

INDICATOR STATUS 2011 STATUS 2013 TREND 

DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

No. of Days 

Exceeding Air Quality 

Limits 

  ↔ 
There continue to be urban areas where the exceedences 

are in excess of the objective. These sites are within 

Paisley Air Quality Management Area. 

Exceedance in Annual 

Mean Limits 

  ↔ 
Annual Mean Limits have decreased since 2011. Only 

Paisley Central Road continues to be in exceedence of the 

objective. 

Reduction in 

emissions from road 

traffic 

  ↑ 
The 112 breaches recorded in 2012/13 is a slight increase 

on 2011/12. Although this is significantly lower than the 

304 recorded in 2010/11 when the Paisley Traffic 

Regulation Condition came into force. 

Reduction number of 

nuisance complaints  

  ↓ 
2012 saw a total of 100 air quality complaints. This is lower 

than the previous 2 years but continues the increasing 

trend recorded since 2006.  

F 

F 

G 

G 

F 

F 

G 

G 
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A fifth site has been added to these in 2013 at Cockels Loan, Renfrew. 

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 

As indicated in figures 6.2 and 6.3, the annual mean for Nitrogen Dioxide is still exceeded at Central Road although this is a declining trend. 

The trend for Gordon Street continues to increase, although it has returned to below the objective for the first time since 2009. The 

automatic monitoring data from the Glasgow Airport monitoring site indicates that NO2 concentration continues to be within the 40 µgm-3 

objective. Both Central Road and Gordon Street, recorded hourly mean concentrations in excess of 200 µgm -3 objective. At Gordon Street 

this occurred on 9 occasions across 3 days and is within the 18 occurrences permitted by the objective. At Central Road, this occurred on 

37 occasions across 18 days and fails to meet the objective. These sites are within the existing Paisley Air Quality Management Area 

(AQMA) which was originally declared based on exceedances of the NO2 hourly mean objective. 

Fig 6.1 - Nitrogen Dioxide: Comparison with Annual Mean Objective with the Exceedance of Annual Mean Figures Highlighted in Green 

Site name Within 

AQMA? 

Data 

Capture 

2012 (%) 

Annual mean concentrations (µg/m3) 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Central Road  Yes 99.9%  92  87  88  51.9*  57  51  

Glasgow Airport  No 97.9%  -  25  25  28  23  22  

Gordon Street  Yes 99.5%  35  36  34  42  43*  38  

* Annual mean calculated using short-term to long-term adjustment as data capture < 75% 

Source: 2013 Air Quality Progress Report for Renfrewshire Council  
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Figure 6.2 - Trends in measured annual mean NO2 concentrations (2007 – 2012) 

 

Source: 2013 Air Quality Progress Report for Renfrewshire Council  

Figure 6.3 shows the diffusion tube monitoring data for the period 2006-2010 for NO2 with the exceedance in annual mean figures 

highlighted in green. 
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Figure 6.3 - NO2 levels recorded at diffusion tube sites 2006-2010 and 2012 (exceedance in annual mean figures highlighted in Green) 
Site ID Location Annual mean concentration (adjusted for bias) µg/m3 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Paisley 1  Gilmour Street  24  27.1  25.4  30.4  32.6  28.7  

Paisley 2  Oakshaw Street  17.7  18  17.7  23.4  19.1  21.0  

Paisley 3  Lochfield Drive 11.5  13  13.3  17.7  14.7  13.5  

Paisley 4  Regent Street 16.2  16.1  18.7  24.1  20.5  21.8  

Johnstone 7  High Street 33.5  34.3  30.8  40.4  33.4  37.4  

Renfrew 8  Hairst Street Limited data  37.9  43.4  42.6  54.4  48.8 

Bishopton 9  Station Road 16.3  13.7  15.3  16.6  22  19.1  

Paisley 13   Greenock Road 25.8  26  25.4  32.4  28.5  30.3  

Paisley 15  Montgommery Drive 34.4  37.5  32.7  39.1  35.7  38.5  

Renfrew 17  Tanar Way 34.8  38.6  39.7  42.4  41.9  37.3  

Paisley 18  Incle Street 53.9  49.2  44  51.8  49.7  48.5  

Paisley 19  Linwood Road 30.9  31.7  30.3  36.1  34.2  36.1  

Johnstone 20  High Street 44.3  34.5  36.1  46.8  43.2  44.4 

Paisley 21  Causeyside Street  38.7  39.4  37.6  41.8  40.7  38.6  

Renfrew 23  Hillington Road  30.2  31.6  30.2  35.2  35.5  29.5  

Renfrew 24  Glasgow Road  26  24.2  24  30.5  26.9  26.7  

Renfrew 25  French Street  16.4  17.4  16.5  22.2  19.4  19.2  

Bishopton 27  Rossland Gardens  10  11.2  11  15.9  13.3  9.1  

Linwood 30  Kintyre Avenue  15.9  17.8  19.3  24.1  22.2  20.2  

West Walkingshaw 31  West Walkingshaw  25.5  28  25.9  28.4  34.9  29.9  

Paisley 33  76 Causeyside Street  40.6  44.4  41.4  50.7  46  42.5 

Paisley 34  63 Causeyside Street  41.7  44.7  41.7  48  49.7  45.4  

Paisley 35  Old Sneddon Street  51.7  49.9  42.9  50.9  51.1  45.3 

Paisley 36  49 Caledonia Street  37.5  34.5  30.4  34.8  35.7  40.5 

Paisley 37  Central Road Monitoring Station  73.5  68  60.9  43.6  46.2  39.9  

Renfrew 38  99 Paisley Road  34.3  37.5  34.2  34.8  31.1  27.0  

Paisley 39  Glasgow Airport  25.2  22.6  21.9  26.3  24  22.8  

Renfrew 40  Hairst Street  -  -  -  -  47.2  45.5  

Paisley 41  Smithhills Street (west)  -  -  -  -  48.9  45.4  

Paisley 42  Central Road (west)  47.2  46.2  42.7  44.5  43.1  37.3  

Paisley 43  Smithhills Street (east)  50.4  48.7  42.1  42.9  43.9  39.1  

Paisley 44  Love Street  28.4  32  45.8  38.6  37.8  46.4  

Renfrew 45  Xscape  -  33.7  28.2  35.1  31.9  33.8  

Renfrew 46  Ferry Village  -  20.6  24.3  30.8  23.6  26.4  

Renfrew 48 Glen sax Drive    27.3 38 40.6 35.7 

Renfrew 49  Tanar Way 2  -  -  32.2  36  36.5  33.6  

Paisley 50  Renfrew Road  -  -  29.1  34  34.1  34.9  

Linwood 51  Kintyre Avenue 2  -  -  25.4  25.8  26  23.2  

Renfrew 52  Glasgow Road 2  -  -  33.5  35.7  38  35.8  

Source: 2013 Air Quality Progress Report for Renfrewshire Council  
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Annual mean NO2 concentrations in excess of the 40 μg.m-3 objective were measured at the following diffusion tube sites which are within 
the existing Paisley AQMA during 2012: 

 Paisley 18 – Incle Street, Paisley  

 Paisley 33 - 76 Causeyside Street, Paisley  

 Paisley 34 - 63 Causeyside Street, Paisley  

 Paisley 35 - Old Sneddon Street, Paisley  

 Paisley 36 - 49 Caledonia Street, Paisley  

 Paisley 44 – Love Street, Paisley  

Annual mean NO2 concentrations in excess of the 40 μg.m-3 objective were measured at the following diffusion tube sites that are not within 
the existing AQMA:  

 Renfrew 8 - Hairst Street, Renfrew  

 Johnstone 20 - High Street, Johnstone  

 Renfrew 40 - Hairst Street, Renfrew  

At locations outwith the AQMA, where measured annual mean concentrations were in excess of the 40 μg.m -3 objective; based on distance 

correction calculations it is predicted that there will be no mean concentrations in excess of the objective at the nearest relevant exposure 

sites. Assessment of monitoring results obtained from diffusion tube sites indicates it is unlikely that there is a risk of the 1-hour mean NO2 

objective being exceeded at any of the tube locations. No requirement to proceed to a Detailed Assessment has been identified at any 

location.  Examination of the trends indicates that NO2 concentrations have in general increased at all sites except for those located within 

central Paisley where a general decrease in measured concentrations has been observed over the last six years. 

 

Particles (PM10)  

The annual mean PM10 concentration of 15 μg.m-3 measured during 2012 at both Gordon Street and St James Street sites is below the 

18 μg.m-3 objective; measured concentrations having decreased slightly since 2011/2012. Daily mean PM10 concentrations in excess of 50 

μg.m-3 occurred on 4 days during 2012 at both the Gordon Street and St James Street sites. This is within the seven permitted 

exceedances specified in the Scottish PM10 objectives and whilst no further action is currently required, monitoring at these locations will be 

maintained. 
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Figure 6.4: Results of PM10 automatic monitoring for comparison with annual mean objective 

 

 

*Annualised – Short term to long term adjustment applied to calculate annual mean as valid data capture < 75% 

Source: 2013 Air Quality Progress Report for Renfrewshire Council  

 

Figure 6.5: Results of Automatic Monitoring for PM10: Comparison with 24-hour Mean Objective 

 

 

Where data capture for full calendar year is less than 90%, the 98.1th percentile of 24-hour means is included in brackets. 

Source: 2013 Air Quality Progress Report for Renfrewshire Council  

Site name Site 

Type 

Within 

AQMA

? 

Valid Data Capture 

for monitoring 

Period %a 

Data 

Capture 

2012 (%) 

Confirm 

Gravimetric 

Equivalent 

Annual mean concentrations (µg/m3) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Gordon Street Roadside Y 85% 85% Y 15 18 21 16 15 

St James Roadside Y 92% 92% Y - - 23* 17 15 

Site name Site 

Type 

Within 

AQMA

? 

Valid Data Capture 

for monitoring 

Period %a 

Data 

Capture 

2012 (%) 

Confirm 

Gravimetric 

Equivalent 

Number of Exceedences of 24-Hour Mean 

(50 μg.m-3) (98.1th %ile in brackets where 

data capture < 90% (μg.m-3)) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Gordon Street Roadside Y 85% 85% Y 1 5 11 6 4 (43) 

St James Roadside Y 92% 92% Y - - 8 4 4 
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Background Pollutant Concentrations 

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 

The predicted changes to the background annual mean concentrations of NO2 are shown on figure 6.5 and 6.6 below. The highest 

concentrations of NO2  are expected to occur in Paisley and in Renfrew close to the boundary with Glasgow. The recorded concentrations 

for 2010 are higher than those which were predicted based on the 2006 base. These however remain below the annual mean background 

objective (40ug/m3) and are predicted to show reduced levels by 2015. 

Figure 6.6 - Predicted Annual Mean Background Concentrations of NO2 

BACKGROUND CONCENTRATION  (Ug/M3) MEAN MAXIMUM MINIMUM 

2010 predicted (2006 base year) 7.2 24.6 2.7 

2010 10.1 34.2 3.3 

2015 predicted (2010 base year) 8.3 30.3 2.9 

 

Source: Air Quality in Scotland www.scottishairquality.co.uk 
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Figure 6.7 - Predicted Annual Mean Background Concentrations (NO2)     

 

2010 Annual Mean NO2 Concentration  2015 Annual Mean NO2 Concentration Prediction (2010 Base Year) 

 

0 – 13 μg/m                 13 – 15 μg/m                           13 – 35 μg/m                 
 
Source: Air Quality in Scotland www.scottishairquality.co.uk 

Particles (PM10) 

The predicted changes to the background annual mean concentrations of PM10 are shown in Figures 6.7 and 6.8. The highest 

concentrations are predicted to occur in Paisley and Renfrew. The recorded 2010 concentration is lower than the was predicted using the 

2006 base and is below the annual mean objective of 18ug/m3. It is anticipated that this decreasing trend will continue going forward to 

2015. 
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Figure 6.8 - Predicted Annual Mean Background Concentrations of PM10 

BACKGROUND CONCENTRATION  (ug/m3) MEAN MAXIMUM MINIMUM 

2010 predicted (2006 base year) 11.2 17.9 9.5 

2010 10.6 15.3 9.2 

2015 predicted (2010 base year) 10.2 14.3 8.8 

Source: Air Quality in Scotland www.scottishairquality.co.uk 

Figure 6.9 - Predicted Annual Mean Background Concentrations (PM10) 

 

A: 2010 Annual Mean PM10 Concentration          B: 2015 Annual Mean PM10 Concentration Prediction (2010 Base Year) 

 
2 – 12 μg/m3      12 – 16 μg/m3           16 – 23 μg/m3 
 

Source: Air Quality in Scotland www.scottishairquality.co.uk 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          81 
 

Complaints 

The number of complaints received regarding Air Nuisance is shown on Figure 6.10. 

Figure 6.10 - Number of complaints received regarding Air Nuisance 

 DUST FUMES & GAS ODOUR GRIT SMOKE TOTAL 

COMPLAINTS 

PER YEAR 

2006 2 2 16 0 9 29 

2007 5 14 32 1 31 83 

2008 11 6 13 0 50 80 

2009 12 7 16 0 47 82 

2010 8 8 29 0 71 106 

2011 11 8 38 2 69 128 

2012 6 7 35 1 51 100 

 

Figure 6.11 shows that since 2006 there is an increasing trend in the number of air complaints. 100 complaints were reported in 2012, this 

is a decrease on the previous two years. Complaints about smoke consistently account for the majority of complaints since 2008, with 

odour complaints accounting for the second most common cause for complaint.  
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Figure 6.11 – Total number of complaints received per type of nuisance 2006-2012 

 

Source: Community Resources, Renfrewshire Council  

Measures to Improve Air Quality 

Renfrewshire Council have recently finalised their Air Quality Action Plan for the Paisley town centre AQMA which was produced after 

consultation with other Council Services, local businesses, external public bodies and members of the public. This Action Plan sets out 

measures for tackling poor air quality within the town centre and will be updated regularly including any new measures to be implemented 

for further improvement.  

Strathclyde Partnership for Transport bus wardens monitor bus operations across the West of Scotland with the aim of improving the 

quality of bus services and will also encourage bus drivers to comply with the rules on switching off engines at terminal points to reduce 

emissions and noise pollution and reduce the environmental impact of bus operation. 

In Renfrewshire the bus wardens will enforce the provisions of Paisley Traffic Regulation Condition (TRC) that requires buses to stop only 

for as long as necessary to set down and uplift passengers. Since monitoring began in 2010, there has been a significant reduction in 
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buses breaching the TRC and a marked improvement in traffic flow although there has been a slight increase in breaches and reported 

incidences in the last year 2012/13 when compared with the 2011/12 as shown in figures 6.12 and 6.13 below. 

Figure 6.12: SPT Regulating Statistics 

 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 

Week 0 32 14 3 

Week 4 56 5 0 

Week 8 29 7 12 

Week 12 37 9 10 

Week 16 30 11 11 

Week 20 26 10 13 

Week 24 27 4 11 

Week 28 11 11 11 

Week 32 29 10 10 

Week 36 5 2 8 

Week 40 14 7 7 

Week 44 7 2 8 

Week 48 1 6 8 

Annual 304 98 112 

Source: SPT, Monitoring report on public transport services in the SPT area, 22 May 2013. 
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Figure 6.13: SPT Regulating Statistics 

 

Source: SPT, Monitoring report on public transport services in the SPT area, 22 May 2013. 
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7. Water  

 

 

 

Renfrewshire is an area of contrast with densely urbanised towns such as Paisley and Renfrew and large expanses of rural land to the 

south and west. The landscape is generally low lying, however, there are a number of higher areas such as the Renfrewshire Heights. The 

River Clyde and its tributaries are essential to the character of the area. As the River Clyde flows west from the City of Glasgow into 

Renfrewshire it enters its final stages. As the river flows through Renfrewshire it widens to form the Clyde Estuary before reaching the Firth 

of the Clyde beyond Erskine Bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEA objective that relate to Water: 

Protect and enhance the water environment and promote sustainable flood risk management.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the current 

status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following arrows: 

↑ - Improving   ↓ - Deteriorating    

↔ - No Change 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trend direction is shown with the following colours: 

Good              Fair     

                

Poor              Limited Data  
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G F 
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INDICATOR  STATUS 
2011 

STATUS 
2013 

TREND 
DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

River 
Quality 

 

 

↓ 
The quality of rivers has slightly deteriorated, although the majority of water 
bodies show no change over the last few years, four degraded in 2010 and a 
further one in 2011. 

River Flow 
Rate 

 

 

↑ 
There is wide variation in River Flow Rate from year to year, due to the close link 
to annual precipitation rates. A slight increasing trend can be seen since records 
began in 1967, this trend has become more pronounced in the last 20 years. 

Standing 
Water 
Quality 

 

 
Limited 

Data 

The current water classification status of monitored Reservoirs and Lochs is 
moderate. There is limited data to report on trends or the other standing water 
across the area. 

Water 
Pollution 

            

Limited 
Data 

Information Gap  

Number of CAR licensed activities relating to Scottish Water discharges 
including Combined Sewage Overflows (CSOs), the number of Sewage 
Treatment Works, and the number PPC licensed activities that discharge to 
water or waste water.  The number of water pollution incidents in Renfrewshire. 

Drinking 
Water 
Quality 

 

 

↑ 
Drinking water quality has improved in recent years with over 90% compliance in 
the public supply in every year since 2003. In the private supply, records only go 
back as far as 2008, 90% compliance has been achieved in every year except 
2011, where 14.44% of tests failed. 

 

Flooding 

 

 

↑ 

Current predictions of climate change suggest that Scotland will become warmer 
and wetter, sea levels may rise, ground water levels will rise and storm events 
will become more frequent. Flood hazards from river and coastal flooding and 
from intense rainfall overloading natural and artificial drainage systems are 
predicted to increase. Flood risk is managed through the promotion of flood 
prevention schemes and non structural sustainable sustainable flood risk 
management. Renfrewshire Council have invested in a number of major flood 
prevention schemes in recent years which have improved flood protection within 
the area. Recent investment has improved flood protection and there has not 
been any deterioration in terms of flooding in recent years. 

F 

F 

L 

G 

F 

L 

F 

F 

L 

G 

L 
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Water Quality 

 
SEPA produces an annual classification for all the water bodies in Scotland; as required by the Water Framework Directive. 
 
Classifying the condition of each water body provides a means from which we can determine the state of the environment. This can be 
used to determine where the environment is of high quality (and must be protected) and where improvements need to be made. 
 
On an annual basis each water body is classified as either: 
 

High 

Good 

Moderate 

Poor 

Bad 

 
Water bodies which are heavily modified by human activities as maximum, good, moderate, poor or bad ecological potential. For simplicity, 
these have been presented as high, good, moderate, poor or bad ecological status, as shown above. To find out more about these heavily 
modified water bodies, look at the accompanying water body data sheets. There is information on how classifications are calculated on the 
SEPA website. 
 
In summary, the classification of surface water bodies describes by how much their condition ("status") differs from near natural conditions. 

Water bodies in a near natural condition are at high status while those whose quality has been severely damaged are at bad status. 

 
In Renfrewshire there are 21 water bodies which are monitored using this classification system. There are currently 10 water bodies with 
moderate ecological potential, eight with poor or bad ecological potential and three with good or high classification. This is shown in figure 
7.1. 
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Figure 7.1: Number of water bodies at each classification  

 

 
 
 
Principal Water-Courses 
 
Figure 7.2 and 7.3 detail the principle water bodies that flow through Renfrewshire.  The tables identify the quality of the sampled stretch of 

water which is based on the Water Framework Directive (WFD) classification system and is detailed within The River Basin Management 

Plan 2009-2015. The current overall classification describes the impact on the water environment of a wide range of human activities, not 

just pollution pressures. 

 

 

 

 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          89 
 

Figure 7.2 – Principle Water Courses in Renfrewshire – Water Quality Classifications 

Principle Water Course Catchment 
Length 
(Km) 

Classification 
Change 

2009 2011 

White Cart Water (Kittoch Water to Hamills Weir) White Cart Water 19.96 Poor Poor No Change 

Candrens Burn Glasgow Coastal 9.15 Bad Poor Improved 

Old Patrick Water Black Cart Water 10.78 Moderate Moderate No Change 

Dubbs Water Black Cart Water 4.18 Poor Poor No Change 

Maich Water Black Cart Water 9.31 High High No Change 

Roebank Burn (d/s Barcraigs Reservoir) Black Cart Water 6.78 Good Moderate Degraded 

Roebank Burn (u/s Barcraigs Reservoir) Black Cart Water 3.11 Moderate Bad Degraded 

River Calder (u/s Castle Semple Loch) Black Cart Water 16.60 Poor Poor No Change 

River Gryfe (d/s Barochan Burn) River Gryfe 2.62 Moderate Moderate No Change 

River Gryfe (Gryfe Reservoirs to Barochan Burn 
conf) 

River Gryfe 21.36 
Good Bad Degraded 

Dargavel Burn Glasgow Coastal 8.55 Poor Poor No Change 

Barochan Burn River Gryfe 9.04 Moderate Good Improved 

Locher Water River Gryfe 12.82 Moderate Poor Degraded 

River Calder (u/s Castle Semple Loch) Black Cart Water 0.10 High High No Change 

Black Cart Water Black Cart Water 11.99 Bad Moderate Improved 

www.sepa.org 
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Figure 7.3 – Clyde Estuary – Water Quality Classifications 

Principle Water Course Area (Km2) Classification 2009 Classification 

2011 

Change 

Clyde Estuary - Outer 70.74 Moderate Moderate No Change 

Clyde Estuary - Inner (inc Cart) 4.40 Moderate Moderate No Change 

www.sepa.org 

 

Figure 7.4 show the number of water bodies at each classification for each year since 2008. Figure 7.5 shows the changes that have 

occurred over this same time period. 

Figure 7.4: Number of Water bodies at each classification since 2008.         Figure 7.5: Changes in water body classifications since 2009 
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River Flow 

 
River flow rates are affected by the amount of water in the catchment and as such the level and intensity of rainfall.  Average rainfall within 

Renfrewshire has generally increased over the last 125 years, with increased river flow recorded since 1967. There are 4 gauging stations 

within Renfrewshire which record river flow rates daily. These are listed in figure 7.6 with links to a summary of flow information for each 

station.   

Figure 7.6 – River Gauging Stations within Renfrewshire 

No. River Location Area 

(km2) 

Available Data 

period 

Link 

84002 Calder Muirshiel 12.4 1952-2001 www.ceh.ac.uk/data/nrfa/data/station.html?84002 

84011 Gryfe Craigend 71 1963-2012 www.ceh.ac.uk/data/nrfa/data/time_series.html?84011 

84012 White Cart Water Hawkhead 234.9 1963-2012 www.ceh.ac.uk/data/nrfa/data/station.html?84012 

84017 Black Cart Water Milliken Park 103.1 1967-2012 www.ceh.ac.uk/data/nrfa/data/station.html?84017 

Source: CEH www.nwl.ac.uk 

Figures 7.7 and 7.8 show the guaged daily flow on the Black Cart Water at Milliken Park since 2002 and for 2012 respectively. The red 

trend line on both graphs show an increasing trend in average flow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ceh.ac.uk/data/nrfa/data/station.html?84002
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/data/nrfa/data/station.html?84011
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/data/nrfa/data/station.html?84012
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/data/nrfa/data/station.html?84017
http://www.nwl.ac.uk/
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Figure 7.7: Daily Flow recorded between 2002 and 2012 at Guaging Station 84017 - Black Cart Water at Milliken Park  

 

Source: National River Flow Archive, www.ceh.ac.uk 

Figure 7.8: Daily Flow recorded between 1st January and 31st December 2012 at Guaging Station 84017 - Black Cart Water at Milliken Park 

 

Source: National River Flow Archive, www.ceh.ac.uk 

http://www.ceh.ac.uk/
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/
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Standing water bodies 

Lochs and Reservoirs 
 
The quality of standing waters (Lochs and Reservoirs) is classified using the WFD, similar to the river quality classification.  In Renfrewshire 

there are 4 water bodies that have been classified by SEPA in the River Basin Management Plan.  All of the water bodies continue to be 

classified overall as being of Moderate quality in 2011. Figure 7.9 details the classification of each of the Lochs and Reservoirs. 

Figure 7.9 – Water Classifications for Lochs and Reservoirs in Renfrewshire 
 

Water body Classification Change 

2008 2011 

Castle Semple Loch Moderate Moderate No Change 

Barr Loch Moderate Moderate No Change 

Barcraigs Reservoir Moderate Moderate No Change 

Kilbirnie Loch Moderate Moderate No Change 

www.sepa.org 

Drinking Water Quality 

Public Supply 

 
Scottish Water carried out a total of 10,852 tests on tap samples within Renfrewshire during 2012 to test the quality of the public water 

supply. Figures 7.10 and 7.11 detail the findings of the tests undertaken since 2003. In 2012 there has been an improvement in public 

water quality on the previous year 2011. This reflects a continuing trend for improvement in water quality in the public supply since 2003, it 

should be noted that throughout this period at least a 99% compliance has been achieved. 
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Figure 7.10 – Quality of Public Water Supply in Renfrewshire 

 

Year Total Number of Tests Number of Fails % of Fails % Compliance 

2003 3,492 30 0.86% 99.14% 

2004 2,019 5 0.25% 99.75% 

2005 13,043 42 0.32% 99.68% 

2006 12,563 26 0.21% 99.79% 

2007 13,655 19 0.14% 99.86% 

2008 10,339 14 0.14% 99.86% 

2009 10,187 6 0.06% 99.94% 

2010 10,285 18 0.18% 99.82% 

2011 10,026 19 0.19% 99.81% 

2012 10,852 16 0.15% 99.85% 

Source: Water Quality Regulator  
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Figure 7.11 – Quality of Public Water Supply in Renfrewshire 

 
Source: Water Quality Regulator  

 

Private Supply 

The Council is responsible for ensuring that the quality of water from private water supplies complies with the Private Water Supplies 

(Scotland) Regulations 2006. In 2012 a total of 277 tests were carried out with 97.11% meeting the required standard a significant 

improvement on the 85.56% recorded in 2011 as well as the preceding years. Figures 7.12 and 7.13 detail the results of tests of the private 

supply since 2008. 
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Figure 7.12: Quality of Private Water Supply in Renfrewshire 

Year Total Number of 

Tests 

Number of Fails % of Fails % Compliance 

2008 402 28 6.97% 93.03% 

2009 356 29 8.15% 91.85% 

2010 219 18 8.22% 91.78% 

2011 187 27 14.44% 85.56% 

2012 277 8 2.89% 97.11% 

Source: Water Quality Regulator  

Figure 7.13: Quality of Private Water Supply in Renfrewshire 

 

Source: Water Quality Regulator  
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Waste Water Treatment 

Scottish Water have an ongoing programme of maintenance and upgrade works which are being undertaken or have recently been 

completed in Renfrewshire.  

A £1m investment is be carried out at the Erskine Waste Water Treatment Works and will include the refurbishment or replacement of 

equipment such as screens, storm tanks and the construction of a new pumping station. This should help to ensure the facility continues to 

comply with waste water quality regulations. Erskine WWTW serves about 115,000 customers in Erskine, Linwood, Johnstone, Bridge of 

Weir, Howwood, Bishopton, Inchinnan, Kilbarchan, Kilmacolm, Houston, Crosslee, Quarrier’s Village and surrounding areas and is situated 

on the edge of the River Clyde. The work is currently underway and is expected to be completed in 2014. 

Work is also nearing completion at Kaim Water Treatment works. The project with a combined value of £1.5m that will help provide clearer, 

fresher drinking water in the Lochwinnoch and Kilmacolm areas. 

In 2011 the main issue in Renfrewshire with regards to water quality related to the Muirdykes Water Operational Area. On 10th August 

2011 Scottish Water submitted an Undertaking to the Drinking Water Quality Regulator (DWQR) which outlined steps to be taken, and 

completed by 31st March 2017, to address the manganese issues within the Muirdykes water supply zone. The programme itself achieved 

substantial completion In February 2013 but there is still some outstanding issues that need to be addressed on 787 metres of distribution 

mains as well as our continued work on monitoring and cleaning of the service reservoirs within the network, monitoring the treatment 

process at Muirdykes Water Treatment Works and various other steps that are being taken to ensure the managanese issues are fully 

addressed within the area in the timescale that has been given by the  DWQR. 

Flooding 

Flooding in Renfrewshire 

October 2013, saw flooding in Paisley, with properties in Braeview and Limeview Avenues affected. The key flooding issue in the urban 

area within Renfrewshire, as seen in October 2013, relates to the lack of capacity in the sewerage system and local watercourses which is 

exacerbated by overland flow (water which becomes concentrated and flows across land after heavy rainfall). 

Flood Risk 

Management of flood risk is currently in a changing legislative context with the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 (FRM Act) 

currently coming into force across Scotland. The FRM Act introduced a coordinated and partnership approach to managing flood risk in 
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Scotland in a sustainable manner. SEPA, local authorities and Scottish Water have a responsibility for flooding and working to help reduce 

flood risk and manage its impacts. This requires a long term approach to be taken. The process which is currently underway will improve 

our understanding of flood risk and its impacts before we can plan actions to manage flooding in a way that improves the environment, 

provides opportunities to restore rivers and coastlines and creates green spaces for everyone to enjoy. The sustainable approach to 

managing flood risk requires understanding of whole river catchments. Renfrewshire is within the Clyde and Loch Lomond catchment. A 

catchment approach ensures that flooding is tackled effectively and not moved to another part of the river. 

The first stage of implementing the FRM Act was the publication of the National Flood Risk Assessment (NFRA) in December 2012. It 

represents a significant milestone in our understanding of flood risk by bringing together the latest information on the sources and impacts 

of flooding across Scotland. The NFRA identifies 125000 properties are at risk of flooding in Scotland. The next stage of this approach is 

the preparation of Flood Risk Management Strategies and Local Flood Risk Management Plans. The preparation of these strategies and 

plans will be informed by new flood maps for Scotland, published on the 22nd of December 2013. The flood maps provide indicative flood 

hazard and risk information and enable us to identify communities potentially affected by flooding and its impacts. They are a tool for public 

awareness and understanding and support decision making for flood risk management and land use planning. SEPA has already started to 

use the information from the flood maps to develop Flood Risk Management Strategies. From the Flood Risk Management Strategies, local 

authorities will be able to produce a local delivery plan (Local Flood Risk Management Plans). The first Local Flood Risk Management 

Plans, which will describe local activity which will be taken to manage flood risk, will be published in 2016. 

Renfrew North Flood Prevention Scheme 

Funding of £3.6 million for the final phase of the Renfrew North Flood prevention scheme was approved in August 2013. Work is due to 

commence in July 2014 for completion by the end of 2015. 
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8. CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate Change is now recognised as being one of the most significant challenges that the Council will have to deal with in the short and 

long term. Renfrewshire’s climate is following the trends experienced at a national level and beyond. By studying the local weather patterns 

it is clear that we are having warmer, wetter winters and longer, drier summers. In light of these emerging climate patterns, commitments 

have been made at the International, UK and Scottish administrative levels to act on climate change and to address the level of green 

house gas emissions. The main contributors to green house gas emissions are considered; that is the generation of energy from fossil fuels 

and transportation. In Renfrewshire, there is generally a reduction in the level of emissions from these sources which follows the national 

trend. These trends consider what are known as territorial emissions. In recent years, there has been further research on green house gas 

emission associated with levels of consumption resulting in measurement of our Carbon and Ecological Footprints. Further investigation of 

this data suggests that nationally and in Renfrewshire, our levels of consumption are still too high. Whilst our own emissions are reducing, 

we are importing more goods and services from other countries where green house gas emissions are increasing to meet.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEA objectives that relate to Climate Change: 

Reduce green-house gas emissions 

Increase energy efficiency 

Reduce Renfrewshire’s carbon foot print 

Adaptation and mitigation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the current 

status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following arrows: 

↑ - Improving   ↓ - Deteriorating    

↔ - No Change 

  

 

 

The trend direction is shown with the following colours: 

Good              Fair     

                

Poor              Limited Data  
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Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme (Draft) 

The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 requires Scottish Ministers to develop a Scottish Adaptation Programme which addresses the 

risks identified for Scotland in the UK Climate Change Risk Assessment. The Programme is required to set out Scottish Ministers 

objectives in relation to adaptation to climate change, their proposals and policies for meeting those objectives, and the period within which 

those proposals and policies will be introduced. The Programme is also required to set out the arrangements for wider engagement in 

meeting those objectives. 

INDICATOR STATUS 

2011 

STATUS 

2013 

TREND 

DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

Green house gas 

emissions 

  ↔ The figure is reducing in line with the national trend. 

Energy Consumption   

↔ 
Energy consumption has decreased slightly, this appears to 

be a continuing trend which Renfrewshire will need to 

continue if we are to make a significant contribution to 

national targets. 

Carbon Footprint   ↔ No data is available at the current time.  

Overall Flood Risk on 

economy, environment, 

cultural heritage and 

human health 

  

↓ 

Water course inspection, cleaning and repair and non-

structural sustainable flood risk management continues to 

reduce overall flood risk. Through the Renfrewshire Local 

Development Plan new development is located away from 

vulnerable areas. 

G 

G 

F 

F F 

F 

F 

L 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/12/contents
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climate/government/risk-assessment/
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A draft Scottish Adaptation Programme was published for consultation in the summer of 2013, prior to a 

final version being laid in the Scottish Parliament. When the first Scottish Climate Change Adaptation 

Programme is laid before the Scottish Parliament it will also bring into force the requirement under the 

Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 for public bodies (as defined by the Act) to exercise their functions in 

a way that will help deliver the Programme. 

The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment (CCRA) was published in January 2012 and it was the first 

assessment of current and predicted impacts of climate change for the UK under section 56 of the UK 

Climate Change Act 2008. The assessment used current, available evidence to produce an initial 

snapshot of how a changing climate may affect the UK up to the year 2100. It will be updated every five 

years, taking account of new climate observations and improved understanding of future climate change 

and risk. 

 
The CCRA consists of a number of reports, including a ‘Climate Change Risk Assessment for Scotland’. 

The Climate Change Risk Assessment for Scotland describes, and where possible quantifies, the impacts 

from climate change facing Scotland up until 2100. The CCRA for Scotland identified over 130 impacts for 

Scotland, and while the majority of these represent potential threats for Scotland, some present potential opportunities. The Scottish 

Adaptation Programme was built around responding to these threats and opportunities. 

 

Renfrewshire’s Climate 

The Met Office collects data about Britain’s climate. Statistics have been collected for Paisley since the late 19 th century. Although there will 
be areas of Renfrewshire that demonstrate slight variations in rainfall and temperature, the data for Paisley gives a good indication of any 
trends that may be evident. The 2011 State of the Environment Report included mean temperature and rainfall data for Paisley in some 
detail. As the data studied was collated by decade from 1890 until 2009 it is not possible to provide an update on this data in this format at 
this time. Monthly rainfall and temperature figures are available for 2010 – May 2013, however, and these have been considered in 
conjunction with the trends identified through the mean temperature and rainfall figures. 

Mean rainfall over the last 100 years has increased. Over the decade 1890 – 1899, the mean rainfall was 9635mm, however, by 2000 – 
2009 the figure had increased to 12136mm, although there had been significant fluctuations in this figure with a significantly drier period 
between 1940 and the late 1980s.  The change in the rainfall pattern matched national trends over the last 125 years where winters are 
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getting wetter and the summer months of July and August have shown a significant decrease in rainfall. These climatic shifts along with 
more extreme weather events will have a dramatic impact on Renfrewshire’s environment as well as the population. 

Figure 8.1 records the rainfall for Paisley between January 2010 and May 2013. The trend line demonstrates that there has been a general 
increase in rainfall over this time period. December 2011 was particularly wet with 234mm. The increase in rainfall levels has continued in 
to the winter of 2013/14 with this winter being the wettest on record for the UK and Scotland since 1910, and December being the wettest 
month on record for Scotland. Overall, the UK received 161% of average rainfall over this winter.  

The excessive rainfall was combined with a succession of storms; coinciding with high tides to cause severe damage to sea defences and 
significant flooding in some coastal areas. Renfrewshire escaped the worst of the flooding, however, areas of Renfrew continue to come 
under threat from surge tides which can add over 2 metres to the River Clyde’s normal high tide level. In 2013, Renfrewshire Council 
approved the third and final phase of the Renfrew Flood Prevention scheme. The scheme includes the construction and the installation of a 
Pumping Station, watercourse outfalls, access road and associated works.  A retractable flood barrier is also included which will be 
constructed under street level at Ferry Road contributing to the protection of 350 homes from flooding in the future.  

Figure 8.1: Rainfall Data for Paisley January 2010 – May 2013 
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Source: The Met Office (www.metoffice.gov.uk) 

 

Figure 8.2: Temperature Data for Paisley January 2010 – May 2013 

 

Source: The Met Office (www.metoffice.gov.uk) 

The data provided in the 2011 State of the Environment Report demonstrated that there had been a clear trend indicating a rise in mean 
temperature since 1890 until 2009 in Renfrewshire. The mean temperature between 2000 and 2009 was 10.1 oC, however the mean 
temperature between 1890 and 1899 was 9.1 oC confirming a significant increase of 1 oC in just over 100 years. The temperature increases 
were in line with national trends where the ‘summer’ season has lengthened. As a corollary to this, winter temperatures had shown an 
average increase of around 0.5 degree. The change demonstrated in Renfrewshire reflects that of the rest of the UK. Nationally, the 
growing season has lengthened due to spring starting earlier and the delayed onset of autumn/winter. December 2010 was the second 
coldest month ever on record, which is clearly shown in Figure 8.2.  Average summer temperatures have remained fairly consistent, 
however, the warmest months were later in the summer of 2012.  
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Spring 2013 was the coldest in the UK since 1962 and the temperature was below the long term average as can be seen from Figure 2. 
The summer was the warmest since 2006, with temperatures boosted by a three week heatwave in July. The higher than average 
temperatures have continued into the autumn and winter where, the prevalence of the westerly storms and unsettled weather over winter 
2013/14 has resulted in it being a particularly mild season. The mean temperatures over the UK were well above the long-term average 
over the winter with a mean winter temperature of 5.2 oC which is 1.5 oC above the average. There has been a notable absence of frosts, 
and the lowest UK temperature of the winter, -7.7 oC at Altnaharra, Sutherland on 17th February was the highest such winter value for at 
least 50 years. 

Globally, 2012 – 13 was predicted to be one of the ten warmest years on record according to national statistics. Figure 8.3 indicates that 
this indeed turned out to be the case. The Met Office has made a similar prediction for 2014 where the global average temperature is 
expected to be between 0.43 °C and 0.71 °C above the long-term (1961-1990) average of 14.0 °C. With a central estimate of the 
temperature being 0.57 °C higher, 2014 will be one of the warmest ten years in the record which goes back to 1880. 

Figure 8.3: The 10 warmest years globally (ranked according to their central estimate) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rank Year World Meteorological Organisation Temperature 
Anomaly 

1 2010 0.56 

2 2005 0.55 

3 1998 0.52 

4 2003 0.51 

5 2002 0.50 

6 2007 0.50 

7 2006 0.49 

8 2009 0.49 

9 2013 (Jan-Oct)* 0.49 

10 2012 0.47 
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Source: Met Office (www.metoffice.gov.uk) * 2013 only includes data from Jan to Oct, so may change. All temperatures from observations 

have an uncertainty range of ± 0.1 °C. The anomaly is in °C above long-term (1961-1990) average of 14.0 °C. 

GHG Emissions UK and Scotland 

Figure 8.4: National Green house Gas Emissions 

 

Source:  www.decc.gov.uk 
  

Publication of statistics relating to Greenhouse gas emissions is subject to a delay of 2 years in reporting, therefore, the emissions data in 

the current State of the Environment Report is for the period 1990 to 2011. An update can be given on the 2009 data that was provided in 
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the previous State of the Environment Report to 2011, however, it is not possible at this time to provide an update to 2013.  As can be seen 

in Figure 8.4, in 2011, UK emissions of the basket of six greenhouse gases covered by the Kyoto Protocol  - carbon dioxide, methane, 

nitrous oxide, and the three F-gases hydrofluorocarbons- HFCs, perfluorocarbons - PFCs and sulphur hexafluoride- SF6 -, were estimated 

to be 552.6 million tonnes  carbon dioxide equivalent (MtCO2e). This was 7.0 per cent lower than the 2010 figure of 594.0 million tonnes. 

Between 2010 and 2011 the largest decreases were experienced in the residential sector, down 22.5 per cent (20.2 MtCO2e), and the 

energy supply sector, down by 6.5 per cent (13.3 MtCO2e). Emissions from the business, transport, industrial process and public sectors 

were also down slightly on 2010, but all other sectors were relatively stable compared to 2010 levels  

 

Carbon dioxide (CO2) is the main greenhouse gas, accounting for about 83 per cent of total UK greenhouse gas emissions in 2011. UK net 

emissions of carbon dioxide were estimated to be 458.6 million tonnes (Mt) in the same year. This was around 7.9% lower than the 2010 

figure of 497.8 Mt. There were notable decreases in emissions from the residential sector, down by 23.3 per cent (20.2 Mt), and from the 

energy supply sector, down 6.7% (13.2 Mt) due to a reduction in demand for electricity accompanied by lower use of natural gas and 

greater use of nuclear power for electricity generation. Again, emissions from the business, transport and public sectors were slightly down 

on 2010, but all other sectors were relatively unchanged.  

 
Figure 8.5: UK Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Source Sector 

 (LULUCF: Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry sector) Source:  

www.decc.gov.uk 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          107 
 

From figure 8.5 it is evident that the energy supply sector was responsible for 35 per cent of UK greenhouse gas emissions in 2011, with 

carbon dioxide being by far the most prominent gas for this sector. The business sector was responsible for 16 per cent of UK greenhouse 

gas emissions in 2011, with carbon dioxide again being the most prominent gas. Emissions from this sector primarily relate to fossil fuel 

combustion in industry and commerce. Between 1990 and 2010, there was a general downward trend in greenhouse gas emissions from 

the business sector, resulting in an overall decrease of around 20 per cent. This has been largely due to a reduction in emissions from 

industrial combustion (including iron and steel) over the period. Between 2010 and 2011 emissions from business fell by 3.0 per cent (2.8 

MtCO2e).  

The residential sector was responsible for around 13 per cent of UK greenhouse gas emissions in 2011, with carbon dioxide being the most 

prominent gas for this sector. Between 1990 and 2010, there was considerable variation in greenhouse gas emissions from year to year in 

the residential sector. Since 2004 there has been a general downward trend, although 2010 was an exception to this trend due to the 

particularly cold weather experienced in the winter of that year. Between 2010 and 2011 there was a decrease of around 23 per cent (20.2 

MtCO2e) in emissions from this sector, the highest decrease for any single sector in both absolute and percentage terms. Compared with 

the long term average, 2011 was a particularly warm year; it was significantly warmer than 2010 and the use of natural gas for space 

heating decreased significantly.  

Agriculture and waste management have also demonstrated a downward trend in emissions, particularly the latter. Since 2004, the 

LULUCF (Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry sector) has acted as a carbon sink. In general, land being converted to cropland is the 

dominant source of CO2 emissions, and forest land which remains as forest land is the dominant sink. The downward trend in net 

emissions over the period has largely been driven by forest land, with an increasing uptake of CO2 by trees as they reach maturity, in line 

with the historical planting pattern. There has also been some reduction in emissions since 1990 due to less intensive agricultural practices. 

 

Scotland Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, “the Act”, set targets to reduce Scotland's greenhouse gas emissions by 80% below the 1990 

baseline in 2050, with an interim target to reduce emissions by at least 42% by 2020. Unlike the approach taken by the UK, as well as 

emissions emitted from sources in Scotland, an estimate of Scotland's share of emissions from international aviation and shipping is 

included in the targets. 

 

The Act also requires Scottish Ministers to set Scottish greenhouse gas emissions annual targets for emissions at least 12 years in 

advance. In October 2010 the Scottish Parliament passed legislation introducing the first batch of annual targets, for the years 2010 to 
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2022 and these were based upon data published under the 2008 Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Targets for 2023-2027 were set in October 

2011, and will continue to be set at 5-year intervals. 

 

Section 33 of the Act requires that Scottish Ministers lay before the Scottish Parliament a report in respect of each year in the period 2010 - 

2050 for which an annual target has been set.   

 

The report must state: 

 

 Whether the annual target for the target year has been met. If the annual target has not been met, the report must explain why.  

 Whether the domestic effort target has been met in the target year to which the report relates. If the domestic effort target has not 

been met, the report must explain why.  

 The report must contain the information mentioned in section 34 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 20095, including Scottish 

electricity consumption and generation. Section 38 of the Act is also reported on for the purposes of this report. 

 

Key factors influencing the 2011 emissions figures include revisions to the historic greenhouse gas emissions data, as a result of new data 

and latest changes in methodology, which significantly increased emissions in 2011 and which have cumulatively added a minimum of 2 

MtCO2e to almost every year from 1990 to 2010. Each annual target is now more challenging and overall mean that to meet the target of 

42 per cent reduction by 2020 – to 40.717 MTCO2e - Scotland now has to reduce its emissions by over 44 per cent. 

 

Scotland’s (unadjusted) greenhouse gas emissions for 2011 were 51.3 MtCO2e. Figure 8.7 shows that this is 9.9% lower than the 2010 

figure of 56.9 MtCO2e, or a 5.6 MtCO2e reduction. Between 1990 and 2011, there was a 29.6% reduction in emissions. 
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Figure 8.6 National Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 
Source:  www.decc.gov.uk 
 

Figure 8.7: Scottish greenhouse gas emissions by gas: 2011 comparison with 1990 and 2010 

 Change from 1990 Change from 2010 

Carbon dioxide (CO2) -26.6% -12.3% 

Non-CO2 -38.0% -0.8% 

Total Scottish greenhouse gas emissions -29.6% -9.9% 

 
 
Scotland's emissions fell by 2.9 per cent in 2011 on the previous year, when taking emissions trading into account and the longer term 

trend to date shows a substantial emissions reduction of 25.7 per cent from the 1990 baseline (1995 for the F-gases).  This demonstrates 

that the Scottish Government is over half way to achieving its Climate Change (2009) Act target of reducing emissions by 42 per cent by 

2020. 

 

Between 2010 and 2011, there were large decreases in greenhouse gas emissions in the energy supply and residential sectors, of 3.8 and 

1.8 MtCO2e respectively (decreases of 18 and 21 per cent). The reduction associated with energy supply is predominantly due to fuel 

switching in the power generation sector and decrease in the residential sector is due to reductions in natural gas consumption. Decreases 

of 3 per cent from the agriculture and related land use sector (0.3 MtCO2e) while the transport sector (excluding international aviation and 

http://www.decc.gov.uk/
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shipping) saw a 2 per cent drop (0.2 MtCO2e). The public sector showed a significant percentage reduction in emissions at 15 per cent 

(down 0.1 MtCO2e). Net emissions from waste management decreased by 3 per cent (0.1 MtCO2e) taking the total reduction in emissions 

in comparison to the 1990 baseline to 67.6 per cent. There were increases of 0.1 MtCO2e e for international aviation and shipping and the 

business and industrial process sectors (increases of 4 per cent and one per cent respectively). Emissions from the development sector 

increased by 0.03 MtCO2e, or an increase of 2 per cent over levels in 2010. Net removals from the forestry sector reduced in size from 9.6 

MtCO2e to 9.1 MtCO2e (a 5 per cent reduction and 0.5 MtCO2e decrease) continuing a trend arising from historic low planting rates in the 

previous decade.  

 

Achievement of Scotland's greenhouse gas emissions targets is measured against the level of the Net Scottish Emissions Account (NSEA) 

which accounts for:  

 

 greenhouse gas emissions from sources in Scotland,  

 Scotland's share of emissions from international aviation and international shipping,  

 the effect of any relevant emissions removals (e.g. "carbon sinks" such as woodland) and the effect of the sale and, 

 purchase of relevant carbon units (tradable emissions allowances).  

 

In 2011, the NSEA figure was 54,251,910 tCO2e. The statutory 2011 target under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions to 53,404,000 tCO2e in 2011 was exceeded by 847,910 tCO2e. Calculation of the NSEA total involves 

consideration of emissions from a number of sources. Despite significant decreases in the emissions from some sectors such as energy 

supply and the public sector, this has to be offset against areas where emissions have risen. The NSEA also takes into account Scotland’s 

share of emissions in international shipping and aviation where there were increases. Similarly, the forestry sector provides a ‘carbon sink’ 

thus allowing a net removal of emissions from the total figure. In 2011, emissions from the forestry sector were lower, however, thus 

reducing the net removal of emissions from the total figure. Scottish greenhouse gas emissions are reviewed every year, and the whole 

historical data series is revised to incorporate methodological improvements and new data. As a result the 2010 figure has been revised up 

from 55.7 MtCO2e to 56.9 MtCO2e. The cumulative effect of this and other methodological changes have also contributed to the NSEA 

target for 2011 being exceeded.   
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Renfrewshire Council 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions for Renfrewshire 

The most recent data (Figure 8.8) estimates that during 2011 total emissions within the scope of influence of Renfrewshire Council were 
tonnes 1,116 kt of CO2. This is equivalent to 6.5 tonnes of CO2 per capita, which is slightly below the Scottish average of 6.8 kt of CO2 per 
capita. When compared to 2005 this represents a 15.5% reduction in total emissions (as shown in Figure 6) and an 8.5% reduction in per 
capita emissions. Figure 7 shows that there was a decrease in CO2 emissions between 2010 and 2011 after the rise experienced in the 
previous year; reflecting the national trend in emissions which has been attributed to the cold winter of 2010 and the resultant increase in 
emissions associated with heating.  The figures for Renfrewshire are in line with the national trend over the period 2005 – 2011 and 
demonstrate a decrease in overall emissions. The percentage reduction in carbon emissions for Renfrewshire is higher, however, at 15.6% 
whilst nationally the reduction is 12%.  
 
Overall, the general trend of the emissions outlined in Figure 7 shows reductions that can be associated with electricity consumption by 
industry and commercial businesses, but there has also been a reduction in domestic energy emissions of a similar magnitude and a small 
reduction the emissions associated with transport. The reduction associated with Land Use, Land Use Change, Change and Forestry 
sector is a significantly smaller amount, however, it represents a 57% reduction between 2005 and 2011 and this trend has been 
continuous whilst rises have been experienced in the domestic and industrial and commercial sector previously.  

Emissions attributed to Renfrewshire Council 

 
Emissions data from the 2007/08 baseline to the current data set are depicted on Figure 8.9. There has been a continued decline since the 
baseline year. The most significant reduction has been in the reduction of emissions from buildings (other than schools) with a reduction of 
22.1% since 2007/08. Emissions from street lighting have also reduced by 19.9%.  
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Figure 8.8: Renfrewshire’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
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2005 496.1 450.1 366.0 10.6 1322.7 7.1 

2006 517.5 445.5 368.0 10.0 1340.9 7.2 

2007 507.8 434.8 368.9 9.9 1321.4 7.1 

2008 463.7 435.4 360.3 8.3 1267.6 6.8 

2009 424.5 392.0 346.1 7.4 1170.1 6.3 

2010 460.5 413.7 340.4 5.8 1220.4 6.6 

2011 410.2 366.3 335.7 4.5 1116.7 6.5 

*kilo Tonnes  

LULUCF** Land Use, Land Use Change, Change and Forestry Sector Source www.decc.gov.uk 
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Figure 8.9: Carbon Emissions for Renfrewshire Council by Source       Figure 8.10: Renfrewshire Council Carbon Emissions 2011/12 

         

Source:  Renfrewshire Council               Source: Renfrewshire Council 

Renfrewshire Council’s total emissions were 38,400 tonnes CO2 for the year 2011/12. Figure 8.10 illustrates the emissions breakdown. 

Renfrewshire Council was selected to participate in the Local Authority Carbon Management Programme (LACMP) by the Carbon Trust 

which provided an important opportunity for the council to ‘get its house in order’ by taking practical steps to achieve year on year 

reductions in its carbon emissions. The key output from the LACMP was the production of a Strategy and Implementation Plan (SIP) which 

focused on reducing carbon emissions from the Council’s own activities or other areas over which it has direct control. Renfrewshire 

Council signed up to the Carbon Management SIP and has been committed to reducing its carbon emissions by 25% by March 2014, 

based on a 2007/2008 carbon emissions baseline. 

Since the CMP was signed off in April 2010, more accurate data has become available regarding the Council’s oil consumption. As a result, 

the original carbon figure for oil has to be amended to 2,133 tonnes from 1,042 tonnes of carbon and this has increased the figure for the 

Council’s baseline year from 45,625 tonnes CO2 to 47,081 tonnes CO2. As detailed in the CMP, Renfrewshire Council’s 2011/12 overall 

target equated to a reduction of 11.6% CO2 emissions from the baseline position. Current progress shows that a reduction of 18.4% has 
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been achieved to date. The Council has recently entered into a partnership with Resource Efficient Scotland to progress an update of the 

current Carbon Management Plan which will be in place for several years.   

 

Renfrewshire Council has recently provided training to approximately 30 staff in order to reduce carbon emissions. The staff are directly 

responsible for approximately 100 public buildings throughout Renfrewshire. It is hoped that these points of contacts will become Energy 

Champions for their chosen building. Renfrewshire Council currently runs an energy awareness week every 6 months. It is hoped that the 

Energy Champions will help provide the momentum to enable the awareness campaign to run throughout the year.  

 

The Energy Management Unit has added to the Council’s fleet of low emission vehicles by purchasing an electric vehicle which has been 

used at schools to showcase new technologies and also allow the public to see what new technologies can help them in the home.  In 

addition, Transport Scotland has been working with Community Planning Partnerships across Scotland to develop a high powered 

interoperable network of electric vehicle charging infrastructure facilities. The project is being implemented in Scotland’s cities, along 

primary roads between major centres of population within Scotland and in 11 medium centres of population. Within Renfrewshire, three 

locations have been identified for the installation of charging points.  

 

 Renfrewshire Council HQ in Paisley - rapid triple 50 kW charger 

 Johnstone Town Hall - fast 22 kW charger 

 McKillop Centre in Lochwinnoch - medium 7 kW charger 

 

The following energy efficiency measures have been implemented at a number of the Council’s own properties:  

 

 Voltage Power Optimisation Units  

 LED Floodlighting  

 Oil to Gas Boiler replacements  

 Boiler Controls  

 Variable Speed Drives  

 Direct Fired Hot Water Systems  

 Renewable Energy Technologies  

 

Collectively, these will assist the Council in reaching its Carbon Emission reduction target in the CMP.  

 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          115 
 

The Council is currently investigating the possible reuse of the mill race at the Hamills on the White Cart Water to produce hydro electric 

power for the Council’s headquarters in Paisley. A group has been established to investigate the feasibility of developing this hydro electric 

scheme. The Hamills were used in the past to create hydro energy for the Anchor Mill but have long since been decommissioned. It is 

recognised that significant investment would be needed to re-establish hydro power at this site. There are a number of other sites within 

Renfrewshire including 3 at Lochwinnoch and one in Spateston, where the possibility of hydro energy will also be investigated.  

 

Figure 8.11: Photovoltaic Cells at Castle Semple Visitor Centre 

 

 
Source: Renfrewshire Council 
 
The Council has made a further commitment to achieving the targets set in the CMP by selecting a site to showcase energy efficiency 

technologies. The Castle Semple Visitor Centre at Lochwinnoch is part of Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park and it provided an ideal location 

for this project. The Centre attracts 80,000 –  90,000 visitors a year who would benefit not only from the upgraded facilities, but would 

experience the energy efficiency measures and practical demonstrations of the technologies first hand; thus providing a valuable 

awareness raising opportunity. The Council’s Energy Management Unit made the following improvements through its Energy Efficiency 

Fund:  
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 Phased implementation of energy efficiency measures starting with upgraded lighting costing £6,660 with a payback of 4.5 years  

 Photovoltaic panels to generate electricity and Solar Thermal panels to generate hot water cost £30,000; overall payback of 9 years  

 Lighting Controls, an Air Source Heat Pump and Heating Controls  

 An ongoing programme of improvements as new technologies become available and feasible.  

  

Future investment will consider replacement of fluorescent lights with LED (light-emitting diode) for further energy savings and the possible 

replacement of the heating with a biomass boiler that would use a self-sustaining source of fuel - woodchip from the woodland in the 

Regional Park. Once the boiler is installed, it is expected that the building would be carbon neutral. A wind turbine is also being considered, 

and the Regional Park is planning to purchase electric cars for use in and around the grounds. Any excess electricity generated by the wind 

turbine could be exported to the grid and used to offset the electricity used by the electric cars.  

 

Scottish Energy Production and Consumption  

Figure 8.12: Electricity Generation by Type 

 Source: www.scotland.gov.uk and www.decc.gov.uk 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
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In 2011, Scotland generated a total of 51,223 Gigawatt hours (GWh) of electricity, an increase of 2.5% on 2010. The main source of 

electricity generation in 2011 was nuclear power, accounting for 33% of the electricity generated. Output from nuclear power was 

particularly low in 2006 and 2007 due to unplanned condition related outages. Coal accounted for 21.1% of the total electricity generation in 

Scotland in 2011 - down from 29.5% in 2010.  

Since 2000 the amount of electricity generated annually by renewables has almost trebled. In 2011 renewables accounted for 13,728 GWh 

of electricity generation. In 2011 the amount of electricity generated from wind, wave and tidal power (mostly wind) was nearly 80 times 

what it was in 2000. Hydro power is very weather dependant, resulting in the electricity generated from this source fluctuating between 

2000 and 2011. Drier weather accounted for lower outputs particularly in 2003 and 2010. In 2011, wind generation again delivered more 

output than hydro generation. Renewable sources accounted for 26.8% of electricity generated in 2011, an increase of 43.1% in the 

amount of electricity generated by renewables in 2010. The share of electricity generated from non-hydro renewable sources (wind, wave, 

tidal, solar power and thermal renewable technologies) has consistently increased every year from 0.6% in 2000 to 16.4% in 2011.  

 
Figure 8.13: Scottish Renewable Energy Generation 

Source: www.scotland.gov.uk and www.decc.gov.uk 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
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Electricity Consumption 

Figure 8.14 shows that electricity consumption for the commercial and industrial sector exceeds that of the domestic sector. The trend for 

domestic consumption has been generally downwards from 2005 to 2011. In the Industrial and Commercial sector, the electricity 

consumption has fluctuated. A rise in consumption was demonstrated between 2005 and 2007 before a significant fall in 2008. The 

consumption rose again between 2008 and 2010, however, it fell again in 2011 to 525 GWh which was just below the level in 2008 of 

527GWh. In comparison with the national figures, Renfrewshire remains the 11th highest in terms of electricity consumption and uses 3% of 

the national total. 

 
Figure 8.14: Electricity Consumption 
 

 
Source: www.decc.gov.uk 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/regional-and-local-authority-electricity-consumption-statistics-2005-to-2011 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/regional-and-local-authority-electricity-consumption-statistics-2005-to-2011
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Gas Consumption 

Figure 8.15 provides a timeseries of the gas consumption in Renfrewshire. Domestic use of gas remains considerably higher than 

commercial consumption, however, both are continuing to demonstrate a downward trend and total consumption figure for Renfrewshire 

now stands at 1,691.9 GWh. The consumption figure still represents 3% of the national total, although it is 180GWh less than the 2008 total 

provided for the last State of the Environment report.  

Figure 8.15: Gas Consumption 
 

 
Source: www.decc.gov.uk 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/gas-sales-and-numbers-of-customers-by-region-and-local-authority 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/gas-sales-and-numbers-of-customers-by-region-and-local-authority
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Road Transport and Fuel 

 
Consumption of fuel used for road transport purposes within the UK decreased from 34,882 thousand tonnes of fuel in 2010 (a decrease of 
2 per cent) and from 36,958 thousand tonnes of fuel in 2005. The main changes in overall fuel consumption between 2010 and 2011 were 
caused by the continued fall in consumption by petrol cars (a 5 per cent fall since 2010 and a 26 per cent fall since 2005) which was 
partially offset by an increase in consumption by diesel cars (4 per cent rise since 2010 and 31 per cent rise since 2005). The overall 
decrease in consumption by cars can be attributed to the economic downturn, a fall in total vehicle miles travelled, less car use for leisure 
purposes and the increased efficiency of fuel consumption by new cars. The inverse relationship between petrol and diesel consumption of 
cars can be explained by the trend from petrol to diesel vehicle use; the percentage of petrol cars on the road has fallen by 10.8 percentage 
points, while the percentage of diesel cars on the road has risen by 10.5 percentage points.  
 
Figure 8.16: Energy Consumption – Road Transport 

 
Source: www.decc.gov.uk 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/road-transport-energy-consumption-at-regional-and-local-authority-level 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/road-transport-energy-consumption-at-regional-and-local-authority-level
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In Renfrewshire, similar trends have been experienced. Total fuel consumption peaked in 2008 at 98.2 thousand Tonnes of fuel, however, 
in 2011 this figure had decreased to 89.9 thousand tonnes. The amount of fuel used by petrol cars has reduced by 26.4% or 12.3 thousand 
tonnes since 2005. The amount of diesel used for fuel has increased by 7.1 thousand tonnes. Out of the 32 Scottish local authoritites, 
Renfrewshire came 21st in terms of road transport energy consumption, however, the fuel used only represented 3.1% of the national total.  
 
Today road traffic is the biggest source of air pollution in Paisley. Renfrewshire Council has declared an Air Quality Management Area that 
covers a large part of Paisley town centre, because the levels of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and fine particles (PM10) are higher than the 
standards set by the Scottish Government. The Council has already completed the refurbishment of Central Road and has planned a series 
of further actions to reduce these pollutants. These include:  
 

 A Statutory Quality Bus Partnership to improve the standard of bus engines on town centre routes. 

 Improvements to the council fleet; raising the standards of vehicles we use to lower the emissions we produce.  The Council’s own 
fleet now includes electric vehicles. 

 Supporting Green Travel Planning for large companies within Paisley town centre. 

 Raising awareness and understanding of the importance of good air quality. 

 Controlling parking so that people are encouraged to use public transport. 

 Testing vehicle emissions in the area.  

 Raising awareness of the damage done by idling vehicles. 
 
Chapter 6 of the State of the Environment Report provides greater detail on air quality and what action is being taken in order to improve air 
quality. 
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9. Geology and Landscape 

 

 

 

 

Renfrewshire’s landscape is diverse in terms of landscape character and land uses. The landscape is an important asset for the area and 

landscape character is what makes an area unique. Successfully managing landscapes helps contribute to peoples' enjoyment of their 

environment which in turn creates health benefits as well as supporting biodiversity and contributing to the local economy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEA objectives that relate to Geology and Landscape: 

Protect and enhance the Green Belt and strengthen landscape character in Renfrewshire.  

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the current 

status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following arrows: 

↑ - Improving   ↓ - Deteriorating    

↔ - No Change 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trend direction is shown with the following colours: 

Good              Fair     

                

Poor              Limited Data  
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INDICATOR STATUS 

2011 

STATUS 

2013 

TREND 

DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

Vacant and 

Derelict Land 

  ↑ The supply of urban vacant and derelict land has seen a net reduction of 

13ha and 6 sites since 2012, to now total 239ha (171 sites). The 

development of 9ha of rural derelict land, on part of the former Bishopton 

ROF site, has reduced the rural total to 717ha. 

Landscape 

Character 

  ↑ There has been significant expansion of the green belt since 2011 with 

the Proposed Local Development Plan adding 155ha to the greenbelt. 

Contaminated 

Land 

  Limited data Data Gap 

 

Vacant and Derelict Land 

The vacant and derelict land supply for Renfrewshire totals 956ha and 175 sites. This comprises 239 hectares (ha) or 25% of vacant urban 

land (173ha) and derelict urban land (66ha); and 717ha, or 75%, of derelict rural land. There has been a decrease of 23ha from March 

2012. The largest site in Renfrewshire, at the former Bishopton Royal Ordnance Factory (ROF), saw development reduce the size by 9ha 

to 699ha. 

The development take up of vacant and derelict land for 2012/13 totals 23ha, comprising 14ha of urban land and 9ha of rural land. 

Residential development remains a core element of this land take up, although uses within the Others category, mainly new retail uses, 

feature in 2013. Figure 9.2 shows the average development take up figure, for urban land, for the last 10 years as being 21ha. However, 

this figure has not been achieved over the last 5 years, reflecting the challenging economic circumstances and reduced public sector 

resources. Since 2001, the total amount of urban vacant and derelict land has averaged 252ha, with a peak of 287ha in 2004. 
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Figure 9.1: Renfrewshire’s Vacant and Derelict Land Supply 2013        Figure 9.2: Renfrewshire’s Development Take-Up of Vacant and 

Derelict Land 2001/02 – 2012/13 

 

 

Sources:  Renfrewshire Council Development & Housing Services 2013 

Former Bishopton Royal Ordnance Factory 

Planning permission for a mixed use development was granted in 2009, as part of a masterplan. Great progress has been made in the 

redevelopment at Bishopton ROF, and the new Northern Access Road is operational, serving residential development (9ha) on the 

northern part of the site currently being constructed by house builders Taylor-Wimpey, Cala and Persimmon. A planning application was 

granted in June 2013, for a further 197 residential units for Taylor-Wimpey. A significant amount of ground works, including the construction 

of development platforms, have been completed within the northern area of the ROF site, which are allowing further residential 

development to proceed. Planning approval was granted, in August 2013, for a mixed use development at the core of Dargavel Village 

comprising a retail food store of up to 4000m2 (gross), individual retail and commercial units, a residential unit of approximately 40 units, 

community and open space uses, and a park and ride. 
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Green Belt 

The Glasgow and Clyde Valley Strategic Development Plan and the Renfrewshire Local Development Plan identify the parts of 

Renfrewshire that are covered by the Green Belt policy. The Green Belt policy protects the countryside around the urban area and directs 

development to sustainable locations which can contribute to the renewal of the urban areas.  

The purpose of green belt designation is to: 

• direct planned growth to the most appropriate locations and support regeneration, 

• protect and enhance the quality, character, landscape setting and identity of towns and cities, and 

• protect and give access to open space within and around towns and cities. 

 

Significant changes to the greenbelt have been put forward in the Proposed Local Development in 2013. Overall the area of green belt in 

Renfrewshire has increased by 155ha. The major changes have been the addition of 544 hectares of the former Bishopton Royal 

Ordinance Factory (ROF) to the green belt and the release of 10 sites, with a total area of 159 hectares, from the green belt for housing. 

Figure 9.3 shows the extent of the Green Belt boundary which covers now 76.25% of the Council area. 

Figure 9.3 – Renfrewshire’s Green Belt 2013 

 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          126 
 

10. Population and Human Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renfrewshire is the tenth largest Council in Scotland in terms of its population (174,310) and covers an area of nearly 270 square 

kilometres.  Approximately a fifth of the area of Renfrewshire is built up and the remaining four fifths is rural countryside. 

 

SEA objectives that relate to Population and Human Health: 

To minimise any detrimental impact of activity on human health. 

To protect and sustain human health and enhance human well being. 

To help stabilise Renfrewshire’s population 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the current 

status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following arrows: 
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↔ - No Change 
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INDICATOR STATUS 

2011 

STATUS 

2014 

TREND 
DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

Population 
change 

 
↓ The population of Renfrewshire increased in 2011 but decreased in 2012 and 2013 

(NRS – Mid Year Estimates). 

 

Life Expectancy 
(Males) 
 

 
↑ Life expectancy for men in Renfrewshire has increased in recent years, significantly 

in 2010-12, however it remains below the Scottish average. 

Life Expectancy 
(Females) 

 
↑ Life expectancy for women in Renfrewshire has increased in recent years, but it 

remains slightly below the Scottish average. 

Deprivation  
↓ Renfrewshire’s share of the number of data zones within both the 5% and 15% 

thresholds in SIMD 2012 has increased since the SIMD 2009.   

Employment  
 ↑ Persons ‘In Employment’ (16 years +) within Renfrewshire increased by 6% between 

2011-2014. In 2012 the employment sector for the top groupings 
(managers/directors/professionals significantly) increased, as did that for the third 
grouping (caring and other service occupations), whilst that for the second grouping 
(administration/secretarial/ skilled trades) reduced significantly.   

Alcohol Related 
Deaths  

 
↓ Alcohol is a particularly acute health problem in Renfrewshire and the rate of alcohol 

related patient discharges per 100,000 population, since 2009, has increased 
significantly compared to that for Scotland. Figures for 2012-13 indicate that 
Renfrewshire has not deteriorated further.   

Weekly Wage  
↑ The gross weekly pay for Renfrewshire residents has risen steadily from 2011 - 

2013 and at a higher rate than for Scotland.  However, whilst the rate for males has 
increased in a positive direction, the rate for females has only marginally increased.    

Crime  
↑ The total numbers of crimes & offences in Renfrewshire have decreased from 29241 

in 2010-2011 to 25848 in 2012-2013, a decrease of 12%. 

F 

F 

F 

P 

P 

G 

F 

F 

F 

F 

P 

P 

G 

F 

P 

G 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          128 
 

Population & Households  

Mid Year Estimate (MYE) 2013 

The National Records for Scotland’s 2013 population Mid Year Estimate (MYE) total for Renfrewshire was 173,900, accounting for 3.3% of 

the total population of Scotland.  This comprised 83,665 males and 90,235 females.  The 2013 MYE total represents a decrease of 410 

persons (2%) from the corresponding total for 2012 which was 174,310.  Figure 10.1 also shows that, over the past decade, there was a 

marginal decline in the level of the population (Mid Year Estimates) up to the year 2006, but from 2007 this trend was replaced by a more 

significant annual increase up to 2011. However, the years 2012 and 2013 have shown a slight decline in the total population.  

Figure 10.1   Population & Households MYE’s in Renfrewshire 2003 – 2013 (revised*) 

 

  * figures revised following results of 2011 Census  

Between 2012 and 2013, deaths marginally exceeded births, by 67 persons. However, the largest component of change was that for net 

civil migration, which was minus 337. Combined with other minor changes (Figure 10.2), this accounts for the 2013 population MYE being 

410 persons lower than in 2012.  
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Figure 10.2   Components of Population Change in Renfrewshire 2012/13 

  

Figure 10.3 Average Age of Males & Females in Renfrewshire 2004 – 2013 

Sources: http://gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/population/estimates/mid-year/mid-2013/index.html 

In 2013, the average age of males in Renfrewshire was 41 years, whilst that for females was 43 years. The past decade has shown an 

increasing trend, for both sexes (Figure 10.3) which is part of a longer term national trend towards older age groups forming a larger 

proportion of the total population. (Figure 10.4)  

Census 2011 

The results of the March 2011 Census indicated that the total population of Renfrewshire was 174,900 comprised of 84,100 males and 

90,800 females (this rounded total was over 4000 persons greater than the rolled forward estimates, prepared prior to the 2011 Census).   

Figure 10.4 illustrates that the 2011 Census age pyramid for Renfrewshire was broadly similar to that for Scotland.  The ‘bulge’ in the chart, 

for the age range between 35-39 years up to and including the age 55-59 years, represents a significant part of the economically active part 

of the population, which accounts for 36% of the population of Renfrewshire in 2011.  However, in common with Scotland, this ‘bulge’ will 

http://gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/population/estimates/mid-year/mid-2013/index.html
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result in the older age groups forming a greater proportion of the population in the future. This will have implications for the planning and 

delivery of services as the proportion of economically active population declines. (Figure 10.3) 

       

Figure 10.4:  2011 Census                 Figure 10.5:  Ageing Population profile 

                  

Source: http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/en/censusresults/visualisations.html 

 

The projected future population of Renfrewshire, which was 2012 based, was projected to gradually increase to a peak of 176,176 in the 

year 2029 (from 174,246 in 2013), and falling into a slow decline thereafter.  However, the estimated population of 173,900, for 2013, was 

lower than its projected level. 

 

 

http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/en/censusresults/visualisations.html
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Households 

The number of households within Renfrewshire, for 2013, was 81,787 whilst that for 2012 was 80,934, an increase of 853.  Figure 10.1 also 

shows the time series for the number of households within Renfrewshire.  These figures have been revised upwards, to be consistent with 

the results from the 2011 Census. There was an increase of 863 in the number of households between 2012/2013. Throughout the period 

2003/2013, the total number of households showed a steady annual increase, although the rate of increase has slowed since 2009, 

possibly as a consequence of the condition of the general economy.  

In 2012, the projected future number of households for Renfrewshire was 83,745 by 2017 and 85,786 in 2022. The 2011 Census results 

indicate that the structure of households in Renfrewshire, by number of persons, is broadly similar to that for Scotland (Figure 10.6), with 

only the categories of 1 Person and 2 People varying by 3% respectively. 

Figure 10.6:  Household Size - 2011 Census 

 

Source http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/en/censusresults/downloadablefilesr2.html 

http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/en/censusresults/downloadablefilesr2.html
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Deprivation 

Although there are prominent areas of affluence within Renfrewshire, such as areas of Erskine, Bridge of Weir, Houston, Elderslie and 

parts of Paisley, significant levels of poverty exist elsewhere within Renfrewshire, and these areas have worsened, over the last two years, 

in terms of the results of the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD). 

The 2012 SIMD results show that, in terms of the national share of most deprived areas, of the 325 datazones in the 5% most deprived 

datazones in Scotland, 14 (4.3%) were found in Renfrewshire. The equivalent figure has risen in successive SIMD results, as has 

Renfrewshire’s equivalent figure for datazones in the 15% most deprived datazones in Scotland.  The map shows the areas within 

Renfrewshire which have moved into the 15% most deprived, stayed in the 15% most deprived or moved out the 15% most deprived areas 

between SIMD 2009 and SIMD 2012. 

Figure 10.7  Renfrewshire datazones which have stayed in or moved out of the 15% most deprived in Scotland 
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The most deprived datazone in Renfrewshire in the overall SIMD 2012 is found in Paisley at Ferguslie.  It has a rank of 1, indicating that it 

is the worst in Scotland and is amongst the 5% most deprived areas in Scotland.  In historic terms, for the SIMD, this datazone was also 

the most deprived in Scotland in 2006 and was ranked 2nd most deprived in 2009.  In 2012, a second datazone in Ferguslie was ranked 

the 4th worst datazone in Scotland. 

Children in poverty 

Figure 10.8 shows that, in 2012, the largest percentage of children estimated to be in poverty within an individual Multi Member Ward 

(MMW), within Renfrewshire, was recorded in Paisley North West (31%), which includes the Ferguslie Park area.  The second largest 

percentage for a MMW was for Renfrew South & Gallowhill (25%).  Significant levels of child poverty also exist in Paisley South West and 

Johnstone MMW’s. 

Figure 10.8:  Children in Poverty (April 2012) 

Multi Member Ward Estimated number of children in poverty 
in 2012 

Estimated % of children in poverty in 
2012 

Renfrew North 387 17% 
Renfrew South & Gallowhill 779 25% 
Paisley East & Ralston 544 18% 
Paisley North West  1212 31% 
Paisley South 616 17% 
Paisley South West 680 21% 
Johnstone South, Elderslie & Howwood 806 22% 
Johnstone North, Kilbarchan & 
Lochwinnoch 

543 20% 

Houston, Crosslee & Linwood 566 16% 
Bishopton, Bridge of Weir & Langbank 157 7% 
Erskine & Inchinnan 336 9% 

 

Source: Child Poverty Action Group 
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Health 

Figure 10.9 Royal Alexander Hospital, Paisley 

 

 

Figure 10.10 shows that, in the period 2010-2012, life expectancy at birth for males in Renfrewshire was 75.3 years and 80.4 years for 

females.  Life expectancy for both sexes has increased from the results for the previous periods 2007-2009 and 2008-2010. The female 

rate is significantly higher than the male rate, however, both remain slightly below the national average.  In 2010-2012 the life expectancy 

at birth for males in Scotland was 76.6 years and 80.8 years for females.  
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Figure 10.10 Life Expectancy at Birth - Renfrewshire and Scotland 

 

Source: National Records of Scotland 

Figure 10.11 shows that, between 2009 and 2013, causes of death in males recorded that the percentage share of those deaths caused by 

Circulatory Disease reduced by 5%, whilst the percentage share of deaths caused by Cancer increased marginally.  The category of other 

causes of deaths in males increased by 2%.  For causes of death in females between 2009 and 2013, Circulatory causes have reduced by 

5%, whilst Cancer and Respiratory Disease percentages reduced marginally. The other causes category of deaths increased by 5%, whilst 

Circulatory causes of death reduced by 5%.   
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Figure 10.11: Cause of Death for Males & Females in 2009 & 2013 

     

    Source:  National Records of Scotland 
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Figure 10.12 highlights a decrease in the rate of acute hospital discharges within Renfrewshire for drug misuse between 2011/12 and 

2012/13 compared with the previous two years. However, the rate for Renfrewshire is higher than that for Scotland, although the trend is 

similar to the national picture, and shows an improving situation over the last year. 

Figure 10.12: Drug Misuse Hospital Discharges 2008/09 to 2012/13  
 

 

Source:  ISD Scotland (SMR01).  * European Age-Sex Standardised Rate 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications/2014-02-25/2014-02-25-DrugsHospitalStatistics-Report.pdf 

Figure 10.12 highlights the level of acute hospital discharges where patients have an alcohol-related diagnosis.  Nationally, over the longer 

period 2008/09 to 2012/2013, the rate has fallen by 135 (16%), whereas the rate for Renfrewshire has risen slightly and levelled off. The 

Renfrewshire rate and national rate have continued to diverge as the Renfrewshire rate did not improve, whilst the national rate improves 

slightly.            

               

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications/2014-02-25/2014-02-25-DrugsHospitalStatistics-Report.pdf
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Crime  

Figure 10.13 Crime statistics  Figure 10.14:  Total Number of Recorded Crimes and Offences in 

Policing Sub Divisions  

 

        

Source: Strathclyde Police Crime Statistics 2009-2013  

 

The year 2013 saw the establishment of Police Scotland, the national police force for Scotland. However, crime statistics for the former 

force area of Strathclyde are still available. Figure 10.10 gives recorded crime figures for Renfrewshire for the period 2009-2013 indicate 

that total crimes and offences, which includes offences relating to motor vehicles, have reduced annually, particularly for the last two years.   

In 2012-13, offences relating to motor vehicles accounted for 9843, or 38% of the annual total of crimes and offences recorded for 

Renfrewshire. 
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Employment 

Figure 10.15: employment office, ‘Jobcentreplus’  

 

Businesses 

Within both the Enterprise category and Local Unit category, Renfrewshire has a lower percentage than Scotland for the micro scale of 

businesses (with lower numbers of employees), but higher percentages for the other scales of businesses (with higher numbers of 

employees). When compared to the percentage figures for Glasgow, the relative positions are the opposite, namely Renfrewshire is higher 

for the micro groups and lower for the remainder of the groups.                  
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Figure 10.16   U.K. Business Counts (2013) for Enterprises and Local Units 

 

Source : http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157420/report.aspx#tabidbr 

*  An Enterprise = the smallest combination of legal units (generally based on VAT and / or PAYE records) having a certain degree of 
autonomy within an Enterprise Group. 

**  An individual site (eg factory / shop) in an enterprise is called a Local Unit. 

Labour market statistics from the National Online Manpower Information System (‘NOMIS’) show that the structure of the labour market 

within Renfrewshire is similar to that of Scotland in terms of the percentage share of the economically active and inactive population, and in 

terms of the employment and unemployed shares of the economically active population. Renfrewshire has a slightly higher percentage than 

Scotland in terms of those being economically active, those in employment, and a lower percentage for those who are economically 

inactive. However, Renfrewshire has a higher percentage for those who are unemployed. In comparison with Glasgow City which, 

historically, experienced substantial  industrial  decline, Renfrewshire lies in a superior position in terms of the percentage of the labour 

market which is economically active, in employment, unemployed and economically inactive.    

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157420/report.aspx#tabidbr
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Figure 10.17 Renfrewshire - Economically Active and Inactive population (Labour Supply - April 2013- March 2014)     

 

 
 

Source: National Online Manpower Information System (‘NOMIS’) – Labour Market Statistics 

 

Employment statistics from the NOMIS Labour Market survey (Figure 10.17) comparing those ‘In Employment’ (16-64 year olds) for the 

period April 2011–March 2012, April 2012-March 2013 and April 2013-March 2014 indicates that Renfrewshire’s position shows an 

improving position, compared to the national picture.  In terms of total numbers of persons (16 years and over), for the same period, the 

numbers have risen from 77,000 to 81,900. 
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Figure 10.18 Renfrewshire – Population ‘In Employment’          Figure 10.19:  Professional and service occupations 
(Labour Supply – April to March 2011 to 2014)  
 

           
 

Source: NOMIS Labour Market Statistics 
 
Employment by occupation 

Figure 10.20 details the Standard Occupational Classifications as shown in the bar chart in Figure 10.21.  
 

Figure 10.20:  Standard Occupational Classifications  

*SOC 2010  major group 1-3 
Managers/directors/professional occupations + associations 
*SOC 2010  major group 4-5 
Administration/secretarial/skilled trades 
*SOC 2010  major group 6-7 
Caring/leisure/other service occupations/sales + customer services 
*SOC 2010  major group 8-9 
Process plant/machine operatives/ Elementary occupations 
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* Standard Occupational Classification Source: ‘Nomis’ - Labour Market Statistics 
 

Figure 10.21:  Employment by Occupation (July 2010-June 2011 & July 2012–June 2013) 

 

 
 

Source: ‘Nomis’ - Labour Market Statistics 

 

Over the period July 2010 to June 2013 total employment in Renfrewshire rose by 4100 persons (5%), from 75,000 to 79,100.  Totals for 

two of the major Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) groups in Renfrewshire increased between 2010-11 and 2012-13, firstly for 

groups1-3 (which formed the largest share, at 43%) and secondly for groups 6-7 (approximately a 23% share).  Significant percentage 

shifts occurred, between 2010-11 and 2012-13 in group 4-5, which fell by 4.4% and group 6-7, which rose by 2.7%.  In 2010-11, 

Renfrewshire was very similar to Scotland, in terms of its percentage share across the four major SOC groups. However, by 2012-13, the 

percentage share for Renfrewshire, for group 4-5 had fallen significantly below that of the equivalent national figure, whilst group 6-7 had 

risen significantly above the national figure, reflecting a shift in Renfrewshire from administration and skilled trades to leisure and service 

occupations.  
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Gross Weekly Pay 

Figure 10.15 shows that the Gross Weekly Pay average Total in the workplace for Renfrewshire has consistently been at a higher level 

than the national average for the period 2010-2013.  The Gross Weekly Pay average for Males, for Renfrewshire compared to Scotland, 

has shown a steady increase, from a difference of + £37 in 2011, to a difference of + £59 in 2013.  However, in contrast, the equivalent for 

Females has shown a steady decrease, from a difference of +£1 in 2011, to a difference of - £15 in 2013.   

 Figure 10.22:   Gross Weekly Pay for Renfrewshire (2010-2013) 

 

Source: ‘Nomis’ -  Labour Market Statistics  

Economic Inactivity 

Figure 10.23 shows that the total percentage of the population in Renfrewshire that was economically inactive, for the period April 2013 – 

March 2014, amounts to 21%.  This is slightly below the Scottish average of 23%.  Within individual activity categories, the percentage of 

‘Long Term Sick’ (30%), ‘Does not want a job’ (76%) and ‘Retired’ (18%) are 2% higher than the equivalent percentages for Scotland.   

Selected activity categories where Renfrewshire has a lower percentage rate (2%) than those for Scotland are the category ‘Student’ 

(22%), ‘Looking after family/home’ (18%) and the ‘Retired’ (18%). 
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Figure 10.23:  Economic Inactivity (April 2013 – March 2014) 

 Renfrewshire 

(Level) 

Renfrewshire (%) Scotland (%) 

Total 23 600 21.4 22.7 

Student 5 200 22.1 24.4 

Looking after 

family/home 

4 200 17.8 19.7 

Temporary sick * * 2.7 

Long term sick 7 100 29.9 28.4 

Discouraged ! ! 0.8 

Retired 4 200 18.0 16.3 

Other 2 000 8.5 7.7 

Wants a job 5 600 23.8 24.6 

Does not want a job 18 000 76.2 73.8 

* Sample size too small for reliable estimate       

!  Estimate is not available since sample size is disclosive 

 

Source : Office for National Statistics  
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Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) Claimants 

Figure 10.24 shows that Renfrewshire has a higher percentage of its population, across all age categories, claiming Job Seekers Allowance 

than the equivalent percentages for Scotland.  The largest percentage difference (1.1%) was in the 18-24 age range. 

Figure 10.24   Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) claimants - July 2014 

 

Source :  ‘Nomis’ - Labour Market Statistics / Renfrewshire Community Planning Partnership 

 

Level of Qualifications   

In percentage terms, for the period January 2013 to December 2013, Renfrewshire compares favourably with the national picture for its 

levels of recognised qualifications (Figures 25 and 26).  The Renfrewshire percentage lies slightly above that of Scotland for the categories 

of NVQ3 and NVQ4 levels, or equivalents, and other qualifications.  In contrast, Renfrewshire lies below the national level for the categories 

No Qualifications, NVQ1 and NVQ2 equivalents. 
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Figure 10.25 Qualifications categories definitions             

No qualifications No formal qualifications held 

Other 

qualifications 

Includes foreign and some professional qualifications 

NVQ 1 equivalent eg  fewer than 5 GCSEs at grades A to C, foundation GNVQ 

NVQ 2 equivalent eg  more than 5 GCSEs at grades A to C, intermediate GNVQ 

NVQ 3 equivalent eg  2 or more A levels, advanced GNVQ 

NVQ 4 equivalent Eg  HND, Degree and Higher Degree level qualifications  

  

Figure 10.26   Categories of Qualifications (% of resident population aged 16 -64 years) 

 

Source: ‘Nomis’ -  Labour Market Statistics 
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Initial School Leaver Destination Return  

Figure 10.27: High quality educational facilities 

 

 

A range of high quality educational facilities are present within Renfrewshire (Figure 10.27), from schools, providing the foundation for 

learning and education, to further educational facilities such as a college and a university, for individuals seeking the opportunity for 

educational advancement.  Figure 10.28 shows that in 2012/13 (initial results), Renfrewshire’s percentage of leavers entering either higher 

or further education, or employment (Positive Destinations) was 90.2%, which is a rise of 2.5% from 2011/12.  The equivalent percentage 

figure for Scotland has increased by 1.5%.  School leavers, in Renfrewshire, entering higher education in 2012/13 reached 39.2%, which is 

2.7% higher than the average for Scotland (36.5%).  Those entering further education has risen by 4.8%, from 23.8% to 28.6%, whilst 

those entering employment had fallen by 2.3%, from 19.6% in 2011/12, to 17.3% in 2012/13. The percentage of school leavers who are 

unemployed and seeking work has fallen by 3%, from 10.7% in 2011/12 to 8.7% in 2012/13. 

 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          149 
 

Figure 10.28   Initial School Leaver Destination Return 

 Renfrewshire 

Council 

Scotland 

Destination 2011/12 % 2012/13 % % change 2011/12 % 2012/13 % % change 

Higher Education 40.9 39.2 -1.7 37.3 36.5 -0.8 

Further Education 23.8 28.6 4.8 26.8 27.8 1.0 

Training 3.2 4.3 1.1 4.6 5.0 0.4 

Employed 19.6 17.3 -2.3 19.8 20.4 0.6 

Voluntary Work 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.1 

Activity Agreement 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.9 1.3 0.4 

Unemployed Seeking 10.7 8.7 -2 8.4 7.1 -1.3 

Unemployed Not Seeking 1.2 0.9 -0.3 1.3 1.2 -0.1 

Unknown 0.5 0.2 -0.3 0.4 0.3 -0.1 

Positive Destinations  87.7 90.2 2.5 88.9 91.4 2.5 

Total Leavers 1 733 1 810  54 073 52 801  

 

Source: Renfrewshire Council / Skills Development Scotland /The Scottish Government 
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11. NOISE 

 

 

 

 

Noise can be defined as unwanted sound and within Renfrewshire there are key sources of noise including major roads, railways and 
airports.  The perception of sound as noise can be influenced by properties of the noise such as repetition, level / volume, timing and nature 
of background sound. Noise can have an adverse impact on resident’s quality of lives and excessive noise can cause annoyance and 
stress to peoples’ health and may disturb sleep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEA objectives that relate to Noise and Light: 

Reduce the impacts of noise pollution on sensitive receptors 

Minimise the impact of light pollution on sensitive receptors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the indicators used in assessing the state of Renfrewshire’s environment is presented below, highlighting the current 

status of each indicator and the directional trend since the adoption of the Renfrewshire Local Plan in 2006. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current status is shown by using the following arrows: 

↑ - Improving   ↓ - Deteriorating    

↔ - No Change 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trend direction is shown with the following colours: 

Good              Fair     

                

Poor              Limited Data  
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INDICATOR STATUS 
2011 

STATUS 
2013 

TREND 
DIRECTION 

EXPLANATION 

Noise 
Complaints 

  
↔ 

The level of nose complaints received by the Council especially in relation to 
domestic noise increased considerably between 2006 and 2009 due to the 
introduction of the Antisocial Behaviour etc. (Scotland) Act 2004.  Although the 
number of has increased, the rate of increase has stabilised.  

Light 
Pollution 
Complaints 

  
↑ 

The level of light complaints received by the Council increased considerably 
between 2006 and 2009 due to the introduction of the Public Health Act 2008.  
Light complaint levels fell to a low of 5 in 2013.   

 

Noise and Nuisance Complaints. 

Domestic Noise Complaints 

The Antisocial Behaviour etc. (Scotland) Act 2004, introduced new provisions in relation to noise nuisance. In particular, it gave local 

authorities additional powers to deal with noise nuisance and tackles the problems of night noise in dwellings. Domestic noise can be 

caused from a variety of sources including loud music and televisions, household appliances, animals and burglar alarms.  

Within Renfrewshire antisocial behaviour noise service is in operation which is addressing noise disorder complaints.  Since the 

introduction of the Antisocial Behaviour etc. (Scotland) Act 2004 domestic noise complaints have risen rapidly and this increase can be 

attributed to the publicity highlighting the implications of the Act. This increase is common across Scotland, which as a whole has 

experienced a four-fold increase in complaints since the legislation was introduced.  The increase is seen as an inevitable consequence of 

local authorities publicising their complaints service and thus increasing awareness. The increase shows, nevertheless, that the new 

legislation is working and that the public now have the chance to report problems and get a speedy response.  The graph below illustrates 

that domestic noise and dog noise complaints rose sharply from 2006 to 2013 in line with the pattern of a dramatic rise of domestic noise 

complaints in Scotland.  Domestic noise complaints have now stabilised, although they continue to increase.   

 

 

 

F 

F G 

F 
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Figure 11.1: Complaints Received Regarding Domestic Noise 

 

Source: Renfrewshire Council 

Environmental Noise Complaints 

Environmental noise is the summary of noise from transport, industrial and recreational activities. In response to the Environmental Noise 

Directive (END) the Scottish Government has produced strategic noise maps for major roads which have more than six million vehicle 

passages a year, major railways which have more than 60,000 train passages a year, major airports with more than 50,000 movements 

and transport sources and industry in agglomerations (large urban areas).  The Noise Maps are available at 

http://www.scottishnoisemapping.org/public/view-map.aspx 

 

 

http://www.scottishnoisemapping.org/public/view-map.aspx
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Figure 11.2: Complaints Received Regarding Environmental Noise 

 

Source: Renfrewshire Council 

The number of complaints received by the Council relating to environmental noise have been varied since 2006.  Commercial complaints 

rose steadily from just over 80 in 2007 to a peak in 2010. The number of commercial complaints has declined since 2010.  Street 

environmental noise complaints demonstrated a decline to 2010, and they have remained relatively constant since then. Construction and 

traffic noise complaints have followed a similar trend; reducing between 2006 and 2010 and then remaining relatively constant to 2013.  
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Draft Strategic Noise Action Plan – Glasgow Agglomeration 

The European Parliament and Council Directive for Assessment and Management of Environmental Noise 2002/49/EC, more commonly 

referred to as the 'European Noise Directive' (often referred to as END) was adopted in 2004 and requires Member States to bring about 

measures "intended to avoid, prevent or reduce on a prioritised basis the harmful effects, including annoyance, due to exposure to 

environmental noise".   The Directive was transposed into Scottish legislation with the Environmental Noise (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 

These regulations set out two key tasks for managing environmental noise:  

 Production of strategic noise maps for major roads, rail, airports and industry; and  

 Development of Noise Action Plans (NAPs) to manage noise.  

The city of Glasgow and parts of neighbouring Local Authorities, including Renfrewshire, falls within the definition of ‘agglomeration' (an 

urbanised area with a population exceeding 100,000) as given in the END. It is a requirement of the Directive that noise exposure levels 

are mapped and managed within agglomeration boundaries and that certain information is made available to the public.  

The Glasgow Agglomeration Noise Action Plan is one of a set of Noise Action Plans. The Scottish Noise Action Plans describe how the 

Scottish Government and its partners will deliver their obligations under the Environmental Noise Directive (END). Glasgow is one of four 

agglomerations in Scotland (together with Dundee, Edinburgh and Aberdeen). Renfrewshire, six other neighbouring local authorities and 

other relevant organisations have been responsible for working with the Scottish Government to produce a Draft Strategic Noise Action 

Plan for the Glasgow Agglomeration. The action plan for Glasgow is intended to form part of the Scottish Government's response to the 

requirements of the Environmental Noise Directive. A Noise Action Plan is also being developed for Glasgow Airport. Initial analysis of the 

noise maps for road and rail noise sources; have helped to identify Candidate Noise Management Area (CNMA).The CNMAs may 

subsequently progress to Noise Management Area (NMA) status. 

In Scotland, specific steps have been taken in order to use the noise maps as a basis for identifying and focusing on those areas where 

people are most likely to be annoyed by noise. These are referred to as Noise Management Areas (NMAs). It is such areas that are largely 

intended to form the basis of associated Action Plans. The process of agreeing NMAs involves various steps including provisional 

assignment as a Candidate Noise Management Area (CNMA).The identification of these areas has been based on a scoring system that 

takes into account the number of people potentially affected, and the annoyance response to the particular noise source under 

consideration (either rail or road).  
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Determination of a CNMA is a means of highlighting that a geographical area should be considered further in terms of a potential need for 

noise management. It may be that after further investigation, the area will be disregarded entirely, extended or reduced. Ultimately, the 

decision about whether or not a CNMA is eventually assigned full Noise Management Area (NMA) status is dependent on a series of steps 

during which various assessments and considerations are taken into account.  

It is estimated that within the Glasgow agglomeration, of which Renfrewshire is a part, a minimum of 30,144 people are housed within the 

road CNMA approximate areas and a minimum of 3,924 people are housed within the rail CNMA approximate areas. There are a total of 70 

road CNMAs, and 22 rail CNMAs within the wider Glasgow agglomeration. The Renfrewshire CMNAs are listed below in Figure 11.3. 

Figure 11.3: Candidate Noise Management Areas – Road and Rail 

Road/Rail CMNA ADDRESS 

Road Maxwellton Street, Paisley 

Road Caledonia Street, Paisley 

Road St Mirren Street, Paisley 
Road Causeyside Street And Orchard Street, Paisley 
Road Glasgow Road, Paisley 
Road Kilnside Road,  Paisley 
Road Kilnside Road, Paisley 
Road Glasgow Road At Williamsburgh Terrace, Paisley 
Road M8 At Glencairn Court, Paisley 
Rail Near McLaurin Crescent, Greenend Avenue, Johnstone 
Rail Near Gibson Crescent, Floorsburn Crescent, Johnstone 
Rail Near Main Road, Glenpatrick Road, Elderslie 
Rail Near A7050, Brown Street, Underwood Road, Paisley 

Source: Scottish Government 
 
In addition to any requirements outlined in the finalised Glasgow Agglomeration Noise Action Plan, the Council can contribute to the 

management of noise related concerns through the Renfrewshire Local Development Plan (LDP). The Proposed Renfrewshire LDP 

contains policies which are supported by Supplementary Guidance that provide detail and advice when considering new developments in 

relation to noise.  
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Quiet Areas and Candidate Quiet Areas 

END is also clear that Member States should aim to identify and preserve its Quiet Areas where low levels of existing environmental noise 

are to be protected through Local Development Plans. Preserving existing quiet areas is of equal importance to managing high noise levels 

in noisy areas where people are most likely to be affected by noise. Noise mapping has been used to identify Candidate Quiet Areas in 

Scotland with a subsequent process leading to agreement of designating actual Quiet Areas. No Candidate Quiet Areas were identified 

within Renfrewshire during the preliminary round of mapping, and none have been identified on the major road or rail networks mapped 

during END Round 2.  

Light Pollution  

Artificial light is essential in our modern society. It has many uses including illumination of streets, roads and hazardous areas; for security 

lighting; to increase the hours of usage for outdoor sports and recreation facilities, or to enhance the appearance of buildings at night.  The 

increased use of lighting, however, can cause problems. Light in the wrong place at the wrong time can be intrusive. There has been an 

increase in complaints about light to local authorities in recent years as it is a source of pollution and nuisance which can be detrimental to 

human health and the environment. Although the importance of artificial lighting for pedestrian and traffic safety and general security is 

recognised, lighting does have a marked impact on the night environment. Artificial light can significantly change the local character of the 

area, altering wildlife behavioural and ecological patterns and reducing visibility of the dark skies. 

The Public Health Act 2008 has introduced legislation to enable local Authorities to deal with light pollution and light pollution is now 

considered a statutory nuisance for the first time. Renfrewshire Council has received 42 complainants about light pollution since 2006. The 

peak in complaints was in 2009 when there were 19, however, this has declined steadily since then to a low of 5 complaints in 2013. 
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12. Transport 

Walking & Cycling Trips 

 Renfrewshire has experienced an increase of 15% in the frequency of persons walking as a means of transport (Figure 12.1) between the 

years 2009/10 and 2012, with the 2012 level for walking 1+ Days being greater than the national figure. There has been little change in the 

percentage of those walking for pleasure or to keep fit for 1+ Days, at 52%, and this level remains close to the national average of 55% (not 

shown in table).   

Figure 12.1 Frequency of Walking as a means of transport in the previous 7 days 

 None 1 -2 Days 3 – 5 Days 6 – 7 Days 1 + Days 

Renfrewshire % 2009/10 44 19 28 9 56 

Renfrewshire % 2012 29 25 29 17 71 

Scotland % 2012 34 20 23 23 66 

Source:   Scottish Household Statistics: Transport – Local Area Analysis 2009/10 and 2012 

In 2012, percentage of bicycles available to households (Figure 12.2) was 28%, which was slightly higher than for 2009/10, but is lower 

than the national average of 35%. Approximately 16% of Renfrewshire households had access to a minimum of one bicycle, which was 

very similar to the national figure.  Approximately 1% of all journeys to work in Renfrewshire (Figure 12.3) were made by bicycle, which is 

below the national average.  

 Figure 12.2 Number of bicycles available for private use by households 

   None One Two Three + 

Renfrewshire % 2009/10 73 N/A N/A N/A 
Renfrewshire % 2012 72 16 8 4 
Scotland % 2012 65 17 12 6 

Source:   Scottish Household Statistics: Transport – Local Area Analysis 2009/10 and 2012 
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Figure 12.3 Usual method of travel to work 

 

 Source:   Scottish Household Statistics: Transport – Local Area Analysis 2009/10 and 2012 

Public Transport Trips 

Figures from the Scottish Household Statistics Survey 2012 (Figure 12.3) shows that 10% of travel to work trips in Renfrewshire were by 

taken by bus, whilst 8.5% were taken by train.  Almost 90% of Renfrewshire residents consider that public transport is fairly convenient or 

better (Figure 12.4). This is supported by figures presented in Scottish Transport Statistics No32 which show that there was a 3% growth in 

passenger numbers at Renfrewshire stations from 2010. Paisley Gilmour Street station was the fourth busiest in Scotland in 2011-12, with 

an estimated 3.6 million passengers.  
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Figure 12.4 Views on the convenience of public transport 

 Very 

convenient 

Fairly 

convenient 

Neither Fairly 

inconvenient 

Very 

inconvenient 

No 

opinion 

Renfrewshire 66.5 22.8 5.1 3.4 1.4 0.8 

 Source:   Scottish Household Statistics: Transport – Local Area Analysis 2012 

Traffic Growth / Network Performance 

In excess of 1.3 billion vehicle kilometres are travelled on roads in Renfrewshire every year, which exceeds the combined total of the 

neighbouring authorities of East Renfrewshire and Inverclyde. 

Car ownership rates for Renfrewshire are broadly similar to the national average, although a higher percentage of Renfrewshire’s residents 

have no access. 

Figure 12.5 Number of cars available for private use by households 

  

Source:   Scottish Household Statistics: Transport – Local Area Analysis 2012 



State of the Environment Report     I     Renfrewshire Council     I     November 2014          160 
 

The percentage proportion of congestion delays experienced by drivers in Renfrewshire was broadly similar to the national picture in 

2009/10 (Figure 12.6). However, congestion delays in Renfrewshire have increased since 2009/10, whilst those nationally have decreased. 

Figure 12.6 Congestion delays experienced by drivers  

 Delayed Not delayed  Delayed Not delayed 

 Renfrewshire % 2009/10 13 87 Scotland % 2009/10 11 89 

Renfrewshire % 2012 16 84  Scotland % 2012 10 90 

Source:   Scottish Household Statistics: Transport – Local Area Analysis 2009/10 and 2012 

 

Travel to Work 

Between 2009/10 and 2012, travel to work in Renfrewshire has increased by means of walking and rail, but has decreased by bus and 

cycling.  However, the level of bus usage is still around 10%, which is the most popular method of travel to work other than travel to work as 

a driver of a car / van which has also increased (Figure 12.3) since 2009/10.        

 

 

 

 
 


